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DECEMBER
Sy
The worst part of }mvihs someone tell you about
Fheir Vacation is 4rying to pretend you rtAPPY
for them. Because no ohe wants +o hear about all
the fun -ﬂ'\ey DIDN'T have.

NRWN

The oh|7l vacations T want +o hear about are the
ones w\\er‘e ‘H\ihss wentWRONG. ‘ﬂwf way, T
don+ feel bad for missing out.




Well, my -de'ly Just got back from vacation,
and believe me, if T could've s+d7leJ hore, T
WOULDVE. But T didn'+ have a choice.

A few weeks agp, -H\is Vacation wasn + even
SUY‘JoseJ +o HAPPEN. We were Just }mvihs
a normal December, and T was rea||7 lookihs
forward +o Christmas.

But Mom and Dad were geting all stressed out

about eVery-I'\wihs we had to do to 3e+ r‘edcl)' for
+he holi&ays. We wereWAY behind on Jecordﬁhs

+he house ) and ho-l'\-\ihs was so.'hs +he way it was
SU‘P?OSC(} Yo.




T'm sure we could Ve gotten our act +ose+\'\er‘ in time
for C"\n'si'ms. But one his\ﬁ' an ad came ohV
+hat TOTALLY 4urned our \\olidays u?sicle down.

~ ~

é?smpe lo fuxu%:y.
é?scape to pamcﬂse,

~ *

The commercial was for +this Place called Tsla de
Corales, which is where Mom and Dad went for
their )noheymooh. And the reason T krow thatis
because every ime ah ad for that place comes on

TV, the two of them get all kissy—fdced.
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T+ makes me uncomfortable ‘H\ihkihs about Mom
and Dad before -H\ey had us kids. And T wouldnt
HAVE o if Mom didn't break out their honeymoon
album every year on Hheir ann\ersary.

The hi3‘\+ after that ad came on, Mom and Dad
made an annourcement. 'ﬂ\ey said thafTHIS
year, we were sothKIP Christmas and all 9°
to Tsla de Corales instead.

When T asked how we were gonha 3e+ our 3n-f+s
Ho the resort, Mom said the HripVAS our gif+.

L'.



iJI’l“ | FI I (AL
T ‘H\ous\ﬂ' +hat sounded like A ERRIBLE idea,
and T was SUrPrisecl Dad was on board wH"\ it. He
usmlly doesnt like +o sPehJ alot of mohey, and T
was sure Fhis resort was gonna cost RORTUNE.
But he said he was sick of +he cold weather, and he

wanted +o escape to SOmePIo\ce warm,

Per‘Somlly, T donthave a Pr‘oblem with cold
weather. Th fact, seher‘dlly sPedkihs , the worse
tis ou+s«'de, +he )m\)?ier‘ Tom.

- TeZ3Lal




T fisurecl Mdhh)/ and Rodrick would )nel‘J me talk
some sense into Mom and Dad, and we ¢ puta
stop to this idea. But those 9vys weren+ any hel‘)
atALL.

So T had 4o accept that we weren+ gonna have a
hormal Christmas at+ home. But what REALLY
didn+ ke was that we had 46LY 4o this place.
T'd rever been on PLANE before, and T

wash + crazy about the idea of lockihs myself ina
me-tal tube.




Noboc}y ELSE seemed worried ) +)nou3"\ ) and two
weeks later, on a his\ﬁ when we should Ve been
%o\hsihs up our s+ockih35 and sitting around the
fire wa-ths Christmas s?ecials , we were ?dckihs
our surtcases for this island getaway.

Mo ay

We lef+ +he house around 8:00 on +he morhing of
Christmas Eve. Dad was pretty uptight because
he wanted 4o leave an houEARLIER, but Mom
said he was beihs ridiculous and we'd getto the
airport in Pleh‘ly of time.

T+was ohly about +weh+7' Jesr‘ees outside, but
Rodrick was alr‘encly dressed for vacation.

s




T+ 4urned out Dad was n's\ﬁ, we should Ve lef+
earlier. A\)\mrehﬂy, Christmas E ve is ore of
+he busiest travel Jays of the year, so +he roads
were CHOKED with famlies driving to see their
relatives. And hobody reully seemed to be in the
Christras spirt, either.

B AIRPORT R
A 15 MILES |E

.

What made +)n.'h35 a lot worse was when it started
10 SNOW. After +hat, +)n.'hss slowed o a crawl.
Mom and Dad started arguing over what time we
should Ve left, and Dad almost missed the exit for
+he airport. He had 4o cut across three lanes of
traffic, which didn+ look easy.
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When we reached +the dir‘Jor“h +he main ‘mrkihs
lot was full. That meant we had o quk inthe
economy lot, which was \Dre‘Hy far away. Dad said
he'd Jr‘o? +the rest of us of f at +he curb with all
+the luggage and then come meetus after he PdrkeJ.

When we 30+ o the passenger JroP-oH area, rt
was COMPLETE chaos. We 4ried 4o unload our
bass ) but the cops weren + |e++ih3 anyohe stop
for more than thirty seconds. And that just
stressed everyone out and made +Hhss worse.




Thad+o get back inthe van so T could )nel‘J Dad
with the rest of the bdss. Or&imrﬂy, thatkind of
+\~\ih3 would Ve been Rodrick’s Job i but since he was
dressed for eisHy-c}esr‘ee weather, he gotout of it.

He was |uck7l heDID, +oo. When we got to +he
3d+e for the ecohomy lot, Dad couldn+ reach the
ticke+ from his window. So he made me getout of
+the car +o srdb it.

Uh'(or‘l'uhd‘fel)/, T didnt notice that there was a
gant slush Pu&dle on my side of the car until i+

was oo late.

After we ?arkeé , we rolled our bdss +o the
nearest shuttle stop, which wasn+ a lot of fun.
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“The sign said the shuttle bus to the main termiral
come eVery +en minutes. But there was no room for
us in the bus shelter, so we had +o wait outside in
+he fr‘eezihs cold.

WL

Tweh+7/ minutes went b}/ without a bus, and Dad
started getting really anxious about the time. He
said we were Just gonna have ALK +o the
+erminal, which was about a mile away.

un




T would Ve tried 4o convince Dad +o wait a li+He
lohser‘, bt my sock was starting to turn to ice,
and T didn+ wanna 3e+ frostbite.

Sure ehous)n , once we got about a hundred feet

from the shelter, the shuttle bus Pulle& into the
parking lot. We tried 1o get the driver +o stop,
but he Just blew n's%‘l‘ by us.

—-ﬁl L]
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So we RAN 4o +he shutte stop, but we didn't
make it back in time.
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Now Dad was reo\ll)' worried about missing our
flight. T +old him maybe missing +he flight
wouldnt be the WORST +)n-'h3 to Haﬂ)eh, buthe

didn+ seem o be in the mood 4o hear what T had
“o de.




B)l +he time we gotto +he termnal, we were
both soakihs wet and miserable. So when a \aickuP
Hruck almost hit us in the crosswalk, i+ made Dad

REALLY mad, and he let the driver know.

'ﬂw‘r\jus-f made theDRIVER mad, and he Pulle&
s 4ruck over and $+e\>\7ec} out of Nis vehicle.




We didn’t stick around long enough +o +alk
things over with +his avy- We ran in the

opposite direction and blended in with some \aeo?le
s-luhdihs on the sidewalk unhl the coast was clear.

Dad +old me T could learn a lesson from this, which
was to rever lose your femper and do something
s-l-u‘m'd. But T ook away DIFFERENT lesson—
when He'meys getin trouble, HefﬂeyRUN.

The rest of the -fdm'ly was waiting inside the
entrance +o +the +erminal. Mom wanted o know
what +ook us so lohs, and Dad wanted +o know
w\y she hadn+ gottenin line with Mdhh)' and
Rodrick and held a place for us.

15



Tt Hook wervty minurtes for us o get Hhrough
+he check-in line. But when Dad put our {).3
surcase on the scale, the person at +he counter
said it was oo heavy, and it was gonna cost extra
mohey o check it

But Dad said the airline was ripping us off and
we weren+ gonha gve them an extriNICKEL.
So we took some clothes out of the surtcase and
stuffed them into our carry-oh bdss.

B)l +he time we gt eVery-I'\wihs sorted out, we

had a half hour +o get to our gate before our
flight started boarding. And when we got to the
security area, it was a 1o+ OO.

16
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ﬂ\er‘e were two lines—one for families and one for

business travelers.

T guess Dad usw«lly 3e+s o P +)nr'ou3)n +he

business lane when he travels for work, so he
didn+ seem o be +oo )MPW about beihs shuck
with the rest of us in the -de'ly lare.
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Ahflime you add +the word "famﬂy" ‘o Sorv'e‘H'\ihs,
7'ou know ‘H\ihss are gohha be bad. Ahcl “rust
me, T Ve been +o ehous\\ fdmﬂy restavrants ‘o
krow what T'm +d|ku'h3 about.

RESTAURANT

FAMILY RESTAURANT

o
L e
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We waited in the securH7l line a lohs time, and we
-Fimlly made i+ o the front. But then some kid a
few rows behind us started pressing the buttons
on the poles +hat hold the barriers +ose+)ner'.

13



|V

=2 |

All of a sudden, there was ho+Hh3 kee‘)ihs +he

lines se‘mra-fed, and for a secohd, ho ohe moved.

But then -H\ihssCOMPLETELY fell apart.




B)l +he time the security agents got all the zip
barriers reconnected, we ended up ot +BACK
of theline. And +he -de'ly with the kid who caused
all the 4rovble was a+ +hERONT.

Now Mom and Dad werEREALLY stressed,

because our H;SH was sv‘aposecl o leave at any
minute. Dad besseJ one of the secur‘i-ly agents
o let us go to the front, but he didn't seem
‘oo sym‘)ﬁ)neﬁc.

-AIJ 6“‘[, I o
I !\I’i’\‘ LYRE m
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T +)nou3)n+ we were soihs o miss our -ﬂis\\‘l‘, o1
didn+ really see the pointt of going through security.
But Dad said sometimes +)ne7/ leave the gate open
urctl the last second, and we might still make it.

20



We f.‘mlly gottothe front of the line, and we put
our bass on a conveyor bel+. “Then we ook of f our
coatsand shoes and put +heminto some ?lasﬁc bins.

"
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P’\nhhy saw what the rest of us were Joihs , and
he started +dkih3 of fHIS clothes, +oo. Luckily,
Mom noticed in time and s+o‘>‘>ecl him before he

could g any further.
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Mdhhy wasn + finished causing Vroblems : +)nou3‘\.
A\)\)areh-l-ly, he -H\ous\ﬁ +he conveyor bel+ was
some kind of RIDE,, and he was really upset when
he found out that AWVASN'T.
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The Peovle behind us were getting frustrated we
weren+ moving, bt WE were beihs held up b)l +he
9y in front of us. He had +o remove eVery-H-\ihs
he had on that was metal, and i+ was -I'o\kihs Nim
FOREVER.




N

Rodrick +old me these machines can see -H\rous)n
your CLOTHES, and then someone checks a
screen to make sure youre hot 4rying fo sneak
by with ahfﬂwihs Jo\hserous. Al T can say s T
woulclh’-rwahmbei-‘\e‘)er‘Soth‘\MTJo{).

T+ 4urns out the X-ra?l machine that sees
through your dothes is only for grown-ups, and
kids go through a metal detector instead. Stil, T

wasn+ gonha +ake any chances.




Orce we 30+ ‘I'\\r‘ousk secur‘H'y, we sr‘dH)eJ our
stuff fromthe conveyor bel+ and +ook of f. Our
gate was down on the lower level, so we had o
+ake the escalator.

We couldn+ even doTHAT without causing a rma jor
Pr‘oblem. Mdhhfs stuffed animal got stuck in the
bottom of the escalator, and he had +o press +he
Emer‘sehcy 5+o‘> button so Mom could ‘>u|| it free.

m*w%"
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Dad checked his watch and said we m3h+ sl

make it, so we ran for our 3d+e.

But the gote was all the way ot the other end
of the terminal, and we knew we coldin+ make i+
in time on foot.

Just then, a cart for \\ahclica?\)ed passengers
came along, and Dad s+o‘>‘>ecl it and asked +the
driver if we could hitch a ride. The rest of uvs got

on board before she could say ho.




After that, it was smooth saling, “The termal
was Vre++7/ crowded, but Peo\)le moved out of our
way w\weh -H\ey }xearcl uS conihs.

ﬂ'\e driver Jr‘O\)\)eJ us of £ at our 3d+e, but the
door wasCLOSED. T -Hwous\ﬁ' that meant we
had missed our -ﬂ-s)n-r and we could turn around
and en joy a hice Christmas Eve at home. But it
turned out the flight waDELAYED, so all that
stress was for ho‘l"\ihs.

FLIGHT 231
DELAYED

°lm
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The reason the ﬂis\ﬁ' was Jelayecl was because of
-I-\\e bad wed-l')ner, and it was gonha be o\ho+)ner‘
HOUR before we goton the plare. We looked
fora ‘Jldce +o sit down in the {)oar‘dihs area, but
people were \-\ossihs +the seats.

Mom +old me tha+ once we goton the P'dhe,

we d be in the air for about six \\our‘s, which was
news toME. T asked her for some morey, and T
bous)n‘f a couPle of magazines, some shacks, and

%eaé\a)nohes ata s’no\a near our 3a+e.

The ohly +)nih3 T needed thatthe store didn+have
was SOCKS. My n‘sH sock was sl smkihs wet
from stepping in +hat \)ucHle, s0 T went into the
bathroom o wring it out in +he sink.

27



When T was dore, my sock was sHDAMP, and

T r‘edlly didn+ wanna put it back on my foot. The
bathroom had one of those )nish-?owerecl hand
clryers, and that gave me an idea.

WHIRRA

T couldnt wait 4o get back home and start
mkihs some MONEY on this idea. T fisur'ecl 2
could make alKILL ING on rainy clo?ls.
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The oh|7l Pr‘oblem with the hand erer inthe
airport bathroom was that it was a [+ OO

\Dowerf ul.

My sock started SMOKING, and then it went
FLYING.

T decided T'd just geta new pair of socks at the
resort, because there was no way T was gonha
wear sone‘l'\-\ihs T had +o fish out of WRINAL.

When T came back from +the restroom, -I-\\e)l were

mkihs an announcement at our gate.

29



T figured +)ne7l were ready 1o start boarding the
P'dhe, but -H\ey were just |e+-|'ih3 us know there
was another DELAY.

And i+ went on like that for the rest of +he
Jay Aﬂmr‘eh‘l'l)l, +his storm was causing Fr‘oblems
eVeryw\\ere , and the Plahe we were st?oseJ to
'ﬂy out on was stuck at sore) THER airport.

T was starting to worry +hat my electronic device
was gonna run out of Jue while T was on the

‘)'dhe, so T looked fora Pldce to c}mr‘se t. Bt T
Quess everyohe else was +)nihkih3 +he same -I'\\ihs.

CHARGING
STATION




The ohly available outlet was in an awkward ‘)lace.
But when your {)A-Hery isat15%, you gotta do

what you soHn do.

& z

Our ‘Jlahe -fihally arrived at the gote, and all the
passengers who were on it 30+ of f. Butif -ﬂyihs

is SU\)\DoseJ 4o beFUN R you'cl never know it from
the way Hhese ?eo‘>|e looked.
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The gote agent got on +he lw&s‘)edker‘ and
said we'd be boardihs s\\or-Hy. Then she said our

-Flish‘r was 'overbooked ," and +)ne7/ needed a few
volunteers +o 3.'Ve vp +)ne-'r‘ seats.

She said that whoever volunteered IRST would
get three hundred dollars and a free night at the
airport hotel.

T didn+ need +o hear another word. T 3°+
+o the desk before she'd even finished with her
announcement and said T was her avy-

Uh-for+um+e|7/, Mom wouldntLE T me volunteer,
and hobody ELSE s-re\)\)ed vp, either.

32



So the gate agent increased the of fer tbIVE
hundred dollars, and some woman shd\)PeJ it vp
n'3¥~\+ awa)l. IJuer \\oPe she ehJoys sPehJihs
my money.

FLIGHT 231

DE}5D

e

\\

AH'er -qu-l‘, +he dseh‘l‘ rmadANOTHER
announcement. She said the H.SH crew on

our plane had worked +oo many hours because

of all the Jelays, and we had +o wait for a
REPLACEMENT crew +o come in before we could
take of .

Now eVer)lohe at our sorre wab1AD, because what
was suwose& +o be an eariy ﬂisH was furhing

into an OVERNIGHT ore.

33



When the new ﬂa’s\ﬁ crew fimll)l arrived, 'H'\ey
didn+ look \mwy 1o be there. That's Probably
because +\\e7/ were expecting o spend Christmas Eve
at HOME, so T knewEXACTLY how -H\e)l felt.

After the crew goton board, +\-\e7 started leting
passenggers on the Vlahe. My fdm’ly got o go
first, because +)ne7l le+ people with young kids board
before anyore else. Butthe goteagent s+o‘>‘>ecl me
at the door.

.
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She said Py carry-on bas was too bis to fitin
+he overhead bin, so it had o 90 down below with
+he rest of the |u%a3e. That was fine willifIE,
because T didn+ want 4o deal with my bns on the

Plahe anyway.

\A])neh T 30+ on board g T was ‘>r'e++7l im\)r'eSSeJ.
The seats were d OT {)isser than T ex?ed'ec} ,
and +\\e7/ were covered in real leather.

T asked Mom what row we were in, but she said we
needed o keep moving, She said this was the first-
class section, and our seats were iECONOMY.




But the economy section wasn HALF as nice as
first class. The seats were Packecl +ose+)ner, and
+\~\e7 bnrely had any cus\\iohihs.

Mom said our seats were toward +the mddle of

+he Vlahe, so we headed there. But Dad \whs

back in the first-class section. He said he got
UPGRADED because of all his frequent-flier miles
and that he'd catech up with us after we landed.




Mom didn+ seem ‘“ﬂ’)’ about +this news. She said
it wasn+ fair for him o be in first class while we
were in economy, so she said we'd all takEURNS
sitting in Dad'’s seat Jur‘ihs +he -ﬂ:s\'d'

But Dad said the rest of us weren+ exVeriehceJ
4ravelers like him, and we wouldn '+ even know how
10 ACT in first dass.

Luckily, +here were other passengers +r7/ih3 +o
board, so Mom and Dad couldn+ getintoa full-
blown argument n'3\w+ there in the aisle. Dad sat

down in his seat, and we went to find ours.

The rest of us were all in +he same row. Mom,
Rodrick, and Mdhh7' sat on one side of the aisle,
and T had the mddle seat on tHOTHER side.
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Rodrick +ried o get me to switch with him so he
didn+ have 1o sit by Mdhh)’, but T was ‘\4\7\77'

n's\vl‘ where T was. T didn+ have a whole lot of
les room, but other than that, it wasn+ so bad.

All the other passengers boarded after us, and
people seemed pretty stressed trying o get +heir
stuff into the overhead bins. So T was slad -Hwey
took MY bag at the gate.

Everyore put away their bags and sat down in
+heir seats. The ‘>|'|0+ made an announcement that
+he doors were closihs, and the seats to my lef+
and r‘is)n‘l‘ were still empty.

38



T couldn+ believe my luck. As soon as we ook
off, T was gonna stretch out across all three
seats and get myself a soocl NSH'S slee\>.

T+ was everBET TER +han being in first class.

But n'3}\+ before the doors closed, one more cou‘>|e
3o+ on board. Ahcl +)ne7l \mcl BARY wi-l'\w +)nem.




T didn+ think these ‘)eoyle would be in My Tow,
because there were ohlyTWO empty seats. But
+he l)nby sat in his mother LAP.

See, if T were in c)no\rse of the airline, the rule
would be one person per seat. Because if this
cw\wle had TWINS, i would ve been corn\ale-fel)/
out of hand.

T asked these parents if ore of them wanted +o
switch seats with me so -Hwey could be next +o each
other. But the mother said she liked +he window,
and her husband said he liked +o be on the aisle.

40



Right after that, the pilot came on the irvtercom.
He said that before we took of ) +here'd be o
brief So\fe-ly Video 4o show us what to do in case of

an emer‘sehcy.

T was alr‘edcl)' hervous about ﬂyihs to besih

with, and T didnt lke hearing there might be an
"emer‘sehcy.“ So when the So\-fe-ly video ?ldyed , T
‘micl ATTENTION.

But as far as T could ell, T was the oh|7' person
who DID. EVerybocly else corn\)le‘!ely +ured out.

The besihhihs of +he Vvideo was Jus’r basic stvff,
like how to fasten a seatbelt.



But after that, it goBERIOUS.

’ﬂ\e Video's narrator said that if there was a
"loss in cabin pressure,” oxygen masks would drop
from the ceilihs. Well, T don+ know what “cabin
pressure”is, but T didn't like hearing that we
maht LOSE it.

The Peovle in the Video didn+ look bothered at
ALL when the oxygen masks dropped down,
1'\\0(;3"\. T fact, 'H\ey looked kind oFAPPY
about it.

ﬂ'\eh -H'\e video 301' evelWORSE. ﬂ\e narrator
said that in case of a “water ldhdihs," we d need
+o evacuate the \)lahe.

42



Now T wasREALLY freaked out. T -H\ous)n-r
+he whole point of an dir\wlahe was that i+ was
svwosed Yo stay in +HhAIR.

The safe'iy video said there were emergency exits
on the plane and the people sitting in Hhe exit
rows would need +o open the doors so eVerybocb'
could getout.

'ﬂ\e emer‘sehcy exit was one row behhd me, and

T realized the people sitting there werent paying
atention o the video a#ALL. So T got +hem

to put down their magazines and listen up-

43



The flight attendants didn't seem bothered that
no one was wa-lt\wihs the safe-ty Video. T fisurecl
‘H‘\e)l \arobqbly had therOWN exits, soif Hhere
was ahy trovble, T was gonna folloW HEM.

FL Usy V\“
[_

Ety

The video showed the \)lahe in the water with
inflatable slides coming off the emergency exits.
And ‘H\ey ac+uall7l made it lool UN.




Then +he video said our seat cushions doubled as
“Potation devices,” and each one had a whistle
attached o i+. Now T had c‘ueS'h'ohs, o1
Pressec} +the button above my seat Yo get the
ﬂis}ﬁ attendant o come over.

What T wanted 4o know was, if we landed in
shark-infested waters, would i+ really be such a
gpod idea o blow the whistle? T+ feht

ke we'd basically be inviting the sharks over for a

free lunch.

“The flight attendant said T didn't need +o

worry, because all the seat cushions were coated
with shark r‘ePelleh-I‘, so +)ne7l wouldn + even come

hear us.
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T was ‘>r‘e++7/ ‘“ﬂ’)’ +o hear -Hm-l‘, but now T'm
wohclen'hs if "\e was \)ullihs my les.

T dont r‘edlly get the point of +he whisHes,

‘I'\\oush. T+'s not like dhybody's gonna hear them
if you’r‘e in the mddle of the ocean.

And if 7/ou'r'e |uck7/ ehous}x +o have a cruise

SHP pass b)/, believe me,THOSE avys aren+
$+o‘>‘>ih3 ‘o ‘mck you up-




After the Sdfe+7l video was over, T fel+
exhausted ) and we hadn't even +akefOFF ye-l‘.

But a few seconds later, +he \alahe started rollihs
down the Farmac, and the next ‘H\ihs T knew , we
were in theAIR.
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Trmnot gonna le—T had my eyes shut clurihs
+he whole takeoff. And T didn+even realize T
was holdihs my breath until T almost ?assed out.

Orce we leveled of £, the couvle sitting in my Fow
started feedihs +their baby.
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T wasALREADY nauseous from ‘H\e takeoff ) and
the smell of mus\\)' peas didn+ )nelv -H\ihss.

HERE COMES
THE CHOO-CHOO!

T +)nou3)n+ T m'sH adwlly +hrow vp, bt T
didn’t know what +dDO. Then T noticed this
white paper {)ns in the seat Pocke‘f in front of re,
and T 'Fisur'ecl out that's ede‘Hy what HsOR.
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“The flight attendant alreacly seemed ahhoyecl with
me, -H-\oush , 50 T krew he wouldn+ be 400 )m\a\ay
# T handed hima bas of vomit.

Somehow T managed o get through the feeding
without -H\rowihs vp- But T wish T colld say +he
Same ‘H‘u'hs for ‘I'\\eBABY

After the ldd)l cleaned i+ up, she reached into
her {)qs and gave +he l)nby a couvle of +o>'s to
\Dlo«y with.



Ore of the +o7ls was a ‘Jlas-l'ic harmmer. And as
sooh as the bqby got that thing in its hand, i+
started Pouhdihs on theWINDOW.

T'Ve heard that if a window ona ‘)|dhe breaks,
eVeryﬂ\ihs inside gets suckedOUTSIDE. And
+hat didn+ renlly seem like a sood waly to go.

So when the |dcl7"$ head was turmed, T swi\aeé +he
hammer fromthe bab7 and tucked i+ under my seat.
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Uh-(or“l'uvwfel)/, +hat set the bnby of{.

T+ 4ums out hoboc}y likes a cryihs {M{)y ona
Flahe, and eVeryohe started s‘\oo‘Hhs uS J-r+7l
looks. Luckily, +he ldcly had a botHe in her bas,
and that quie‘fecl +he kid down for a while.

T was getting kind of *\uhsry m7'5e|1': e
\Dr'eSSeJ +the button for the -ﬂ.s‘\-l‘ attendant and
asked when we could expect to geFED. Buthe
said meals were ohl)' for first-class passengers,

and he gave me a bds of peanuts o hold me over.
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That's when T remembered the snacks T'd bought
before we goton +the plare. BAHENT
remembered +¥\a+ +’ne7/ were in my carry—oh bns,
which was stowed dowh below.

T guess Mom mustVe been ‘Hwihkihs about food,
+oo. Because as soon as the pilot said we had
reached our "cruisihs altitude” and we were free 4o
move about the cabin, Mom unbuckled her seatbel+
and went vp to first class with Mdhhy,Juﬁ in

time for dinrer.

T fel+ sorve-ﬂwihs cold and clammy +ouch my lef+
elbow, and then some‘l‘)nihsg_LSE +ouched my
RIGHT ore. The gey behind re hod Huken of
his shoes and socks and slid his feet through
the spaces between the seats.
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So T guess this avy decided it wddiK +o use my
ARMRESTS as his FOOTRESTS.

R

T was starting to feel boxed in, and then the
person in the seat in front of me tited his seat
all the way back, so it was Justa few inches from
my face.

T +ried +o tHMY seat back, but T couldn’t find
+he button +o do it
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So T called the -ﬂ-s\ﬁ attendant and asked him
where the button was. But he told me the seats
in our row didn+ i+ back because +\~\e7’d block +he

emrsehcy row.

Now T was starting +OWEAT. T ‘H\ous)n-r
Tdreada magazine to take my mind of feelihs
-h‘a‘)‘)ecl , but the oh|7' -H\ihs in the seat Vocke-r
was a ca‘l'dlos for all this stuff ro one needs.

Snoozos

When you just can’t sit through that
boring meating, Snoozos glasses make
you look wide awake . ..even when
you're anything but!

-
,,,,,,,,
ey

""""

Pizza Blanket

Might-time cravings? Satisfy them with the Pizza - =
Blanket, edible bedding that's warm AND tasty! Phone Bubble

Comes in pepperoni, extra cheese, and Protect your phane on rainy days with
anchaovies, this clear plastic bubble!
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The Peovle on either side of me were wa-l'c\\ihs a
movie, so T figured T'd tum my screen on and

check it out. The movie looked like a comecly, but
,.,7 \weqcl‘;)nohes were in my bas, and it was hard
+o understand what was going on without them.

T c}mhsecl +the channel 4o see whatELSE there
was o watch. One channel had a show for li+He
kids, and the baby next 4o me got interested in
what was on my screen. Ahd when T c)mhsed it
+o Sore‘l'\\ihs else, the kid starteBAWLING.
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When T changed the channeBACK, the bqby
s+0\>\>ecl cryihs.

T guess T would ve beerOK with leting +he kid
watch the show i but +he screen waWAY +oo

close +o my face. And the colors on the show were
so bn’s\ﬁ' that even when T ‘>u+ on the eye mask
+hat was in the seat ‘>ocke+, T olPTILL

See eVery-I'\wihs that was ‘m‘)‘)ehihs.

When +he show fimlly ended, the {mby started
crying again. But there was nWAY T was
gonha kee\) wa+c)nih3 +the show on repeat for the
rest of the hish‘r.

So T decided i+ was the Verfec-r +ime to take my
shift up in first dlass.
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But Rodrick noticed T was ir)«'hs o make a
move, and he 30+ out of his seat before T had a
chance to. And once he was up in firstclass, T
knew T'd have +o wait a while before T could Swap

Pldces with him.

When Mom and Mahhy came back +o their seats,
T saw the door 1o the cock‘)i‘r open behind -H-\em,
and the ‘>i|0+ s+e‘>‘>ed out.

T +)nou3)n+ there m's)n‘l‘ be some kind of an
EMERGENCY, so T pressed the button and
asked the n.'s}w attendant what was going on.
He said the ‘>5|0+Jus+ needed o stretch his |ess
and use the bathroom, and the co—\)ilo+ had
eVery-I’Hhs under control.



T didn+ like the fact that we were down +o one
\7.10+, even if it was Just for a few minutes.

Personally, T don't think 4wo plots ENOUGH,
even when +)ne7/'reBO-|_l-| in the cock‘>i+. T guess
the idea is that if one of them has a heart attack )
+then the other ore is SUP‘JoseJ to ﬂ)/ the plare.

But T asked the flight attendant what happens
i the OTHER Pﬂo+ freaks out and has a heart
attack , Yoo.

The flight attendant +old me hot o worry,
because these \Dldhes are so Hsk-hec\\ +\\e7/ can
Pracﬁcally ﬂyTHEMSELVES.
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Well, T've heard Pi|o+s make a lot of mohey,
so if what the -ﬂis\ﬁ attendant was sa)'ihs S
TRUE, +hen this could be the career fof™E.

Orce the plot got out of the bathroom, T
'Fisur‘eJ i+ would be a sooc; idea for me to 90 “oo.
The oh|7' Problem was, the man o my n's\ﬁ was
aslee\a, and T couldn+ getover +he vy without
wakihs Nim up- SoT wthNDERHm, and
believe me, that wasn+ a lot of fun.
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T walked toward +he front of the ‘)ldhe, but
before T even got to +he first-class section, the
ﬂisH attendant told me that economy passengers
have 4o use the restroom in thBACK.

The bathroom in the economy section was really
small, but beihs in there was blUNDRED imes
better than beihs stuck in my seat. T+ was sort
of like a tiny li+He apartment T had all 4o mysel-f .




Tn science class, we learned that when human
waste gets Jr‘o?\)ec} out of an dir\alahe tollet, i+
freezes solid. Some vy in my +owh once found a
chunk of waste that fell froma ‘Jldhe, and he
‘H‘\ous‘\‘l‘ twas METEORITE.

1\
6

{1

T think the guy was hoping o sell i+ for a lot of
mohey, but orce the -ﬂ'\ihs +hawed he found out
what he had was +o+d||7l worthless.
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Once T was setHed into the bathroom, T f.‘sured
+there was ho reasoh +o 90 back +o my seat. So
whenever someone ELSE came o\lohs Yo use it, T
Just made bathroom noises untl ‘ﬂ\ey went away.

Ore person st Ve r‘edlly needed o 90 because
-I'\\e)l shook the door handle so hard that T
‘I'\\ous}\‘l‘ it m's’n‘l‘ ddwlly breakOFF. Then -ﬂ'\ey
went away. But a few minutes later, the whole
BATHROOM shook.

{TRE MB'-EJJ
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Whoever +his was needed 4o use the bathroom a
lot more than T did, so T o\aehecl +he door. But
+here was no one | HERE. That's when T realized
"+ wasn + Jus+ +he bathroom shakihs, i was the
whole PLANE.

3 +)nou3\-\+ we rust Ve landed in the water or lost
an engine or something. But then the plot came

over -H'\e intercom.

b HEH HEH. FOLKS, WE JUST HIT A
*  LITTLE PATCH OF BUMPY AIR.

VAVAVAN AV ¥




That didn't sound right +0E. T figured what
REALLY N\)Pehecl was that the Pilo-’r fell dsleeP
in his seat and kicked the steering wheel or

50me+)nih3 ) and +)neh )ne came up wH')n -H\is “bumwl
air excuse. Decause that EXACTLY what T'd

doif T werein +)ne same srtuation.

T guess the -ﬂis\ﬁ attendant could see that T
was Vre-I-ry ratted. He said we were just going
‘I'\\rous)n a li+te “furbulence,” which was Verfec-l-ly
normal for a flight like his.
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Well, if this kind of thing NORMAL, then
+there’s no chance T'm ever beconihs a pilot.
Becauvse if T were ﬂyihs +he \Dlahe, T'd be out of
+there at the first sigh of +rovble.

“The flight attendant told me T needed +o return
to my seat and buckle vp- Butwhen T got back
there, it was alr‘edcly occu‘m'ed.

T didnt want 4o move the baby, becavse T knew i+
woulcUusi' wake vp and start cryihs again.



So T went up to the front of the ‘Jlahe +o kick
Rodrick out of first class and leIM deal with

+he {)nby But T coldnGE T +o him. One of the
wheels on the beVer‘dse cart had broken because of
+he turbulerce, and it was blockihs My way.

T was out of o‘rh'ohs, so T went back +o m7' seat.
Don+t ask me how, but T was ddually able +o get
an hour or two of Sleep. And T was so tired, T
didnt even wake up when we landed.




Tuesdaz
T was so worried about 3e+-h'h3 +)nrou3¥\ +he

ﬂis}\’r that T never +)nou3¥~\+ about where we were

dc+uq||7/ GOING. Butwhen T $+e‘>‘>e& of f the
‘)'dhe, it was like walkihs into a whole new world.

Tve gotta admt, as soon as T fel+ that +ro‘>ical
air hit my skin, T could understand w’ny Dad was
s0 eager o escape +he cold back home.



We gotour lu%dse of f the conveyor bel+ in
basso\se claim, then followed the sighs to where a
bis shutte bus was waiting.

| o

EVeh -H\ous‘\ ‘H\e air outside fel‘GREAT, +)ne
d-'r‘-cohdi‘ﬁohihs on the bus felt eveBET TER.
AhJ Hhe seats in this -H-u'hs were nicer than +the

ones in first class.




Orce all the passengers boarded +the bus, we headed
+o the resort. A video Plo?led on the overhead
monitors, and it was about SMILLION times

more fun than the one on the plane.

The video showed all the cool activities a+the
resort, and T wanted 4o do theALL.

Ore of the activities was Swimming with Jol\)\wihs,
and that's someﬂwihs TVALWAYS wanted +o do.
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But there was a bunch of D THER stuff that
looked cool, +00. T was \\o\m'hs -H\ey m's\ﬁ- let+ us
COMBINE activities so T could do eVery-Hw.'hs
before we had +o 9 back home.

T felt kind of bad for beihs so negattive about
+his trip up unvhl then, and T 4umed around +o
tell Mom and Dad T was sory. But Twish T
had Just ke‘ﬂ' wa+c\\ih3 +he Video instead.




When we stepped of { +he bus a+ the resort,
the staff sree‘fed us and handed Mom and Dad
frozen drinks.
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WELCOME TO

PARADISE!

We goave our bass +o these 3"7'5 wean'hs white
3|oVes, and +)ne7l said +’ne7l'ci +ake them JireC‘Hy +o
our room. And T gotha say, T walMPRESSED.

We went 4o the front desk, and +the |ady +here
ex‘JlaiheJ how eVery-H\ihs worked. She said the

resort was "all-inclusive,” so we didn+ need +o use

cas‘w or credit cards.
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The way we Po\iJ for stuff was with these ‘)ldsﬁc
cards that doubled as our room keys.

Mom and Dad +old the receprtionist -H\ey wanted
‘o S‘I'o\y in the same builclihs -H\ey’cl $+d7/eci in for
their \\oheymooh, but the lddy said the resort had
CHANGED since then. She said that now ) +he
resort was S‘)IH’ into two halves, the “Wid Side”

and the “Mid Side.”

The place Mom and Dad had s+a7lecl was on the
Wid Side, and kids aren+ allowed over there. So
she showed us where our builclihs was on the map.
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T could el Dad was d-‘sa??oih’red l))/ +he c)no\hseS,
but Mom said i+ waBET TER +his way. She said
+his was aFAMILY trip, and we didn+ need o

be around a bunch of young cou‘>|es Par-lyihs,

dh7v1d7’.

T didn’+ really cardWHICHside of +he resort
we were on, because it looked +o me like both sides
had the same basic stuff. What T really cared
about was theROOM.

Usually when my -fam'ly stays ata hotel, we all
share a room, and T have 4o slee‘> onacotora
sofa bed. So T was pretty shocked +o find out we
were in aSUITEwithPLENTY of Space.

™
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E‘HIilillli

There were two rooms in the suite. We all had +o
share one {)q+)nr'oom, but me and Rodrick edc‘w }m&
our ownBED, which was the main +Hh3. Al T
cah say is, Mom and Dad mustve Jr‘o\a\)ec“aOT
of mohey on +his -l'ri‘).

'ﬂ\er‘e wasa | Vin +\\e room T was s)mn'hs wi‘H\
Rodrick, but even better than that, there was a
ROBE in the closet.
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T called the robe n'sH away, but Rodrick didn+
even -F-3¥\+ me for it.

Rodrick always makes fun of me when T wear
Mom's robe back at home. But T +think robes are
COOL, and there are a lot of guys ovt +here
who would agree with me on that.

The shower in the bathroom wakHUGE, and all
+the floors and sinks and eVery'Hwihs were made of
marble. There was a1V above +the bath+tub, and
+there was even dPHONE next 4o the tollet.

T -f-sureé it T cold get room service delivered +o
-I'\\e l)a‘l‘)nr‘oom, I'J "\dNe eVery-I'Hhs I heecled n

ohe Place.
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From the bdlcohy in Mom and Dad'’s room, T could

see the ‘>oo| over on the Wild Side of the resort,
and it was reall)l bis.

T+ wasnt JUS"‘ some r‘esuldr‘ ‘>oo| ) either. T+
looked kind of like a river and had all these islands
in the middle of i+. Mom said i+ was one of the
biggest “Free-Form” pools i #haw/ORLD.




T was Pr‘eHy excited about ‘H‘\tﬁ', because T
krew we had +he same -H'\ihs oUR side of the
resort. T wanted +o go check it out, but first T
heeded +o c}\dhse my clothes.

T went +o opeh +he bis Surtcase, but it was
LOCKED. T asked Dad for +he key, but he
said our surtcase didnHAVE a lock. Dad looked
at the +43 on the surtcase, and it had someone
ELSE'S rame on it.

? N7
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T+ turns out we had dcci&eh-hll)/ srabbecl the
wrong sutease from {)a%ase claim ot the airport.
Before i+ was +oo late, Dad called +the airline +o
see if +\\e7 still hadOUR suitease.
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But the ‘>eo‘>le at the airline said that since no
ore had claimed our bqs, i was sent back o the
address on the lussdse ‘I‘ds.

T+ wasnt a TOTAL disaster, though. We'd moved
some clothes from the big suitcase to our carry-on

bass back at++he dir\)or-l‘, so we had a few +)nihss.

of OTHER shiff. My flio-flops and sunglasses
were in +)ne bis bas, alohs wH"\ a buhc}\ of O‘H‘\er
-I'\\ihss T had ‘)dckecl. Dad said +)ne7/ sell the
stuff we were missing at +he resort store, so we
went down o check i+ out.
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But eVery'I'\wihs in the store cost five times as
much as it would Ve back home, and Dad said he

wasn + gonha \70\7' -Hwose \an'ces.
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Mom said we could wear the same clothes every cldy
and wash them ourselves. So the ohly ‘H\ihs we
bous\ﬁ in there was a bottle of sunscreen and a
Toy pail and shovel for Mdhh)’ +o use at the beach.

Mom said it's really imporait o wear sunscreen
ata Pldce like this, because it's so close o the
equator. But she didn+ have 4o convindlE. Tve
seen what +he sun can do 4o your skin, and T
don+ wanna look like a raisin when T'm older.
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That's the reason T sPehJ as much ime indoor's
as T can. And later on in life, all y friends are
gonna wish THEY had, +oo.

T -I-\\ous\ﬁ +he fact thatwe came Jurihs Christmas
break meantwe d have the ?ldce Yo ourselves. But T

guess a lot of ‘>eo‘>le had +he exact same idea.




T+ wasnt Just +hePOOL that was crowded,
‘H‘\ous‘\- There were Pw\aleEVERMERE. o
was really |ookih3 forward o relaxing in +the hot
+ub until T saw it

{__‘__:;._ﬁ.. f% ~{: ) a:.,

We found a few lounge chairs in the shade and put
our stuff down. You could tell i+ was the mddle of
winter, because Just about everyone looked out of

s)na?e, Just like me.




EVery once in a whie, T think about exercising
and geting renll7l buff. But in the future, T
bet everyone will just be able 4o take a pil and

3e+ it without havihs ‘o exercise, ahyway.

Beihs in sr‘ed‘l‘ s\\d‘)e will bNORMAL, and

all the people whAAREN'T fit will be +he ones
eVeryohe’s attracted 4o. Soif T Just stick with
my current exercise ‘)ldh, Tl be all set.




The ‘>oo| was +oo crowded to 90 Swimming, so T
decided +o Just puta towel over my head and
catch up oh some slee\a.

Even ‘H'\ous‘\ i was hot out, Hhere was a hice
breeze, and T started +o drift of f. But right

in the middle of my hap, some 317/ showed vp and
runed the whole vibe.

WHO'S READY TO )+ »°

This vy called himself the “Director of Fun,”
and a\a\)areh-l'ly HsJob was to get eVerybociy
MOVING.
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Uh-for+um+el7/, +his Quy was soocl at his Job , and
somehow he ro?eJME into one of the activities.




But I wis‘\ecl )nel—lADN'T, because -H\ere was a
lot more +oucHh3 +han T was comfortable with.

After the conga line ended, the Director of Fun
said the next dcﬁva was the "Tr‘edsm’e Dive ,"
and it was Just for kids. T wasnt interested

in doing some stupid kiddie thing, so T sat back
down. But when he hauled out a gant bucket of
COINS, that got my attervtion.

He 4old all us kids o line vp ot +he edse of the
pool, and then he started ossing giant handfuls
of cash into the water. And it wasn+a bunch of
PENNIES, either.
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T+ was dimes and quar+ers, and T'm ‘Jre++7l sure
T saw someSILVER DOLLARS in there, +oo.

37/ +he time the bucket was em‘rl'y, +here mustve
been four hundred bucks sitting at the bottom

of the pool. EVeryohe warted along the edse

for the Director of Fun 4o blow his whistle.
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When he did, i+ was a total free-for-all.

T mmsecl to get about two dollars in coins on
"‘7 first JNe, and T ‘)u’r +hem at the e&se of the
pool hear my lounge chair. But some Shedky kid
swoo?eJ in and cleaned me out.

He ;;:h'i' +the ONLY cheater, -H'\ous)n. Some kid
in +the pool was ac-hnlly wean'thl\ﬂ- S, and he
stuffed Nis \Docke-l'sFULLof cons.
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ﬂ'\tﬂ' gave eVeryoheELSE -H\e same idea ) and now
kids were stuffing coins wherever -erf:OULD.

When it was all over, T think T ended up with
aboutthree bucksin c)no\hse. After the kids cleared
out of the \aool, T fisur‘ed it was a Sood +ime to
get in the warter and go for a relaxing swim.



T found a s}m&y spot in +the pool and leaned
against +he wall. But then T heard some rusting
in the bushes behind me, and all of a sudden T
was face—to-face with SOme-H\ihs that looked like
it came straight from Jurassic Park.

T was out of there so fast, T ddw@KIPPED

across -H\e water.
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T +old +he li-fesuar‘cl +here was some kind of
DINOSAUR at+he eclse of the Pool and he
heeded o clear everyone out of there before

someone gotHURT.
]
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But the lifesuard didn'+ even seem fazed. He said
+he gant lizard was just adGUANA, and +\\e7/'re
all OVER +he resort. Then he said that sometimes

+he iguanas even like o g fora JEP in the ‘)ool.

o _——

Well, tha+ c)nahseJEVERYTHING for re. My
feelihs on giant lizards is that +\~\e7 should be ina
ZOO, not nihslihs wH'\\ uS }\umh beihss.

T was DONE with the pod, so T asked Mom if

we could get some lunch.



She +)nou3)n+ +hat was a sood idea ) and we found
a Place hearby +hat had an outdoor partio.

But the outdoor +)n.'h3 ended up be.'hs a ?roblem.
First of all, there weren't just iguanas at this

Place. There were seckos, salamanders, and who-
knows-WHAT -else Peekihs out of the bushes.
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THwasnt Jus-rL_IZARDS, erther. There were
SLUGS, 400, and we had 4o keeP -ﬂickihs +hem
off the table with our utensis.

The waiter Pwr‘ecl us glasses of water froma
pitcher, but Mom told us all not o drink it.

She said our stomachs aren+t used +o +the microbes
in the water down here, so we needed +o 3e+
BOTTLED water instead.
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But Dad said he'd b INE becavse he s traveled
all over the Pldce and his stomach could handle
ANY THING.

T wasnt gonha risk it ‘Hwous\\ T ordered a can
of soda and Pout‘ed it into a slass, and T gota

burser and sore f ries, ‘oo.

When our food came, a few birds landed in the
trees around our table. At first T wdOK with
i, because when the birds flew in, the lizards ran
back into the bushes.




Then a bird that looked like it had an thureJ
les or some‘l')nihs started ho\a\)ihs around on the

3rouh& hear our table.

But it was all a bisTRICK. The second we
turned our heads +o look a+the bird on the
groind, all the OTHER birds swooped in and
went after our food.




We chased the birds of ) but not before ‘|')ne7/
got awdy with half our food. The ohly ‘H'\ihs
the birds DIDIN'T +ouch was our drinks. T+
didn+ matter, +)nou3¥1. Some sluss were %el‘ﬁhs
+hemselves o my soda, but luckily T noticed
them before T +ook o sip-

T ‘H\oug)n‘f +his Place was SUVVOSeJ o be
PARADISE, but so far it was ANIGHTMARE.

Al T wanted +o do was 90 back 4o the room and
STAY +here, but Mom said we were just getting
started exploring +he resort. Then Dad said he
wanted +o P back +o the room, ‘too. He said he
wasn + feeling so hot and we could all Probably use
some rest after that flight.
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We headed back o our buildihs, but Dad had +o
make a pit stop at +he restroom in the loH)y.
ﬂ'\eh }\e )mé “o srAGAIN n +)ne bn‘l‘hr‘oom
hext o the ™ ST guess Mom was r‘is"\‘l‘
about the water.

ﬂ\e restof +)ne Ja)l wasn + muc\\ fun fMNY Of
us. When we fimlly made i+ back +o our sute, Dad
shut himself in the {)a-l'\\r‘oom, and Mom sent me
down o the store +o oet him some medicine for
his stomach.

But the labels weren+ in Ehslis\-\, o1 9ot
Nim soneﬂwihs that eitherCURES diarrhea or
CAUSES #.

%
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ﬂ\e medicine didn+ seem o work , Sowe )no\cl “o
listen +o Dad moaning and groaning all night.

T ‘>u+ onh a moVie in Fy Foom ‘o +'7 and drown out
+he sound. But my Foom was open fo +he outside,
50 the second T +urned on +¥\3'V, a bunch of
moths flew in and swarmed +he screen.




We had o turn of f the televisioAND all the
lamps in the suite so the moths would ﬂy back
outside. Me and Rodrick ended up svehclihs half
+the h«'s}ﬁ\jus-l‘ sitting +there in the dark.

T was pretty tired anyway, so T fisurecl Td try
to geta sood his\\‘l"s sleep. Butas soonas T got

into bed, the music started up on +he Wild Side of

+he resort. Ah& +hose 3“7'5 ‘)drﬁed oINIGHT.

FELIZ NAVIDAD!
FELIZ NAVIDAD!

) g

The crazy +\~\ih3 is, unvhl that point T had
'For‘soHeh that it was dchm")G-P\ISTMAS. T

didnt know where +his vacation was headed, but i+
seemed o me that there was nowhere 4o 90 bidP.
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Wedresday
T Pr‘obo\bly could Ve slev‘l' for fourteen hours, but

T was awake ot the crack of dawn because of the
racket a bunch of tropical birds were making right
outside m7l window.

When T gotout of bed, Mom was o\lready awake.
She said Dad spent all w3h+ in the bathroom
and that we needed o leave so he could catch up

on his slee?.

T was Jefiw-rely reacly for a fresh start, so T
puton my ba+\\ih3 surt and headed for +the door.
But Mom said me and Rodrick needed +o make our
beds and $+r‘d|'3)n+eh up +he room.



T reminded Mom that we were on vacation, and
+he maid service would handle that for us. But she
said that we weren+ gonna live IKANIMALS

Jus+ because we were on vacation.

e

T +old Mom that the best part of beu'hs on

Vacation was ‘\avihs someone else clean up after
you, but Mom said that this week we were gonna
clean up afterOURSELVES. Then she put +he

“Do Not Disturd” Sigh on +he door so the maid

wouldn+ even come into the room.
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T asked Mom how we were suP‘JoseJ to get clean
+owels and sheets, and she said we'd wash them in
-I-\\e l)a+)nroom sihks, 'H'\e same way we were wasHhs

our clothes.

SoMomwasn+ Jokihs around about us Joihs our own
Iauh&ry. Tnfact, Mahhy was in the sink scrubbing
a ‘m'rof Dad’s underwear, and T'm prettysure he
was using Rodrick’s toothbrush to do.

Persomlly, T +hink the best ‘H\ihs about s-luyihs
ina hotel is geting clean towels and sheets every
clay But Mom said hotels a0 ‘H\r‘ous}\ a fon of
Iauh&ry detergent, and if we reused our towels and

sheets, we d be saving +he environment.
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That's when T noticed there were cards all over
+he bathroom that made you feel suiHy about
dskihs for clean stuf{f.

Please consider your impact
on the environment before

asking for fresh towels.
Do you REALLY
need your
sheets washed?
Using one fewer @ ;

m—

sheet of toilet paper
could save a life. |/

Mom said we should all head down +o the beach,
but T wanted +o "\dhs back and +ake a shower.
'ﬂ\e truth is T wanted o take m?IME n
there, and T knew if she was in the svite, she'd
hassle me about using too much hot water.

102



What was cr‘azy about the shower was that it was
com\>|e+e|7 open to +he outdoors. T+ +ook a mnute
“o 3e+ USED+o ‘I'\'wl‘, because T was worried

someone m'sH‘ ‘)eek over the wall.

B> ;|

=l guess +here are ‘>e0‘>|e who are comfortable
being naked right out in the open, but trust me,
T'mnot one of them.

T dont think it's right that you BORN
naked ) becauvse n'3¥~\+ away you're \au+ in an
embdrrdssihs situation.

LS I B

103



One T got used to this open-air shower ‘H'\u'hs,
-I-\\ous\w , T wasADDICTED. “The shower had
all these different settings, like "\aulse“ and
"Mssase.“ T 4ried out every sihsle ore, but
“rainfall” was Probqbly my favorite.

_— e

A

AAAHHIHH! )

T mustve s+a7iecl in there for for-ry—f.\/e minutes.

When T was done ) T s+eﬂ>ecl out of the shower
and Pu’r on my robe. But when T +ried +o ‘JU+ on

my r.'3\\+ sl-'??er, +here was Some-l-Hhs blockihs
my foot.

| T1
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T held the sli‘>‘>er‘ up and shook it, and a gant
SPIDER Jro?‘)eJ out.

This was o ORDINARY sPiJer, +)nou3\-\. That
+Hh3 was as b'S as m*-lAND. When it fell +o
+he ﬂoor, T climbed up oh +he sink so T wasn+

on the same level as i+.
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Tvehada ‘H‘\ihs about sPiJer‘s ever since T was
seven years old. Ore summer when T was in our
garage, T found some‘H\ihs n +\\e corner -Hm-l‘
looked like a cotton ball, and T ‘Jokecl it with a
broom handle.

Well, i+ wasn+ a cotton ball. T+ was &8GG SAC,
and i was filled with thousands of bab§PIDERS.

@ 5CP\EAM;

When T started school in the fall, the teacher had
us fill out worksheets where one of the c‘ueS'h'ohs
was what we wanted 4o be when we arew vp.

EVerybody wrote “astronaut and “veterinarian” and
and stuff like that. But notE.
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What'’s your favorite color?

BLUE

What’s your favorite animal?

DOG

What do you want to be when
you grow up?

EXTERMINATOR

Nowucldys, whenever T see a sPicler, i+ takes me
r‘is\\‘l‘ back 4o when T was seven. T don+even like
READING about spiders.

Tl +ell you +his—if T were one of the characters
in “Charotte’s Web,” i+ would Ve been a very
short+ book.

s B
O R T




T -f-surecl withMY luck, the gant sPiJer‘ on
‘I'\\e {M‘I‘)nr‘oom -{-]oor‘ wasVENOMOUS. I'Ve
read that some s?iclers bite their Preys +hen
wrap +hem up So -H\e)/ can eat them alive, which
does NOT sound like a whole ot of fun.

For some reason, +he s‘m'der‘ wasn+ mkihs a move.
Either it ‘H-\ous}\‘r it was cam;ﬂased on the marble
floor and T cauldnSEE i, or it was 4rying +o
figure out what to do rext, just like T was.

T -H\ous\ﬁ about +)nrowih3 my sli\a\)er atit, bt T
was hervous T might miss and make FIAD. And
even if TDIDKA i, the slipper \arobqbly wouldn+
have done any Jdmse +o this ‘H-\ihs.
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T called out for Dad o come helP me, but all

T gt back was a weak groan from his bedroom.
That's when T remerbered thPHONE. T dialed
a1, bt T Just got some Pr‘erecor‘decl message.

3% EL NOMERO QUE HA MARCADO
NO ESTA DISPONIBLE.

ST

R, | |

“The phone had all these other buttons, but none
of the options were a great {it for the situation
T wasin. So T pressed +he one for “Room
Service,” because T fisur‘ed +hat was close ehoush

Ql (|4 f

WAKE-UP CALL CONCIERGE ROOM SE

P " (5 Jhﬂ (6 Muﬂ
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A Iady answered, and T +old her about the s‘m'&er
Pr'oblem and how T needed her 4o send someone
QUICK. But either T was +a|kih3 +oo fast or

+here was some lo\hsuo\se confusion, because all she

ke‘>+ o\skihs for was m)BREAKFAST order.

=N

Eventhally, T gave vp and just ordered scrarbied
eqgs and a side of bacon. T \\ohes-Hy didn+ care
WHAT #+ +ook +o get someone to core, as I°h3 as
+\~\e7 came FAST.

When T )nuhs vp +he ‘J‘\ohe, +he noise Jol‘feJ +he
sp‘der, which ran across the floor and s+o\7\>ecl
right in front of the sink.

Now +his +Hh3 was everCLOSER, and T was

oo scared +o move.

1o



T stood frozen for about fifteen minutes, barely

breathing. But-then the \a\nohe rang, and the sound
sur\arisecl me 0 much T almost lost my balance.

T+ was +he room service waiter. He said he had
come o our suite to deliver my food, but there
was a Do Not Disturd” sish on the Joor‘, sohe
+urned around and went back +o the kitchen.

m



T +old him +o comBACK 4o +he room and that he
had \Der'rviss-'oh 4o kick down +he door if he wanted.

When T *\uhs vp +he ‘J"\ohe, +he S\)ic}er‘ started

r‘uhhihs around asaih, and T was worried i+ was
gonna figure out where T was and come get me.
T looked around 4o see if there was dhfl'\wihs T
could use ToDEFEND m75e|1': , but the ohly ‘H\ihs
within arm's reach was a glass on +the sink.

T realized that if the sp’der came close ehous"\,
T right be able 1ol RAP+. Sure enough, it ran
n's\\‘l‘ beneath re. Ahcl when it did ) i 8 mmsed
‘o clrb\) the 3""55 oh top of .

12



The s‘m'cler wn'ssled around inside the sldss, bot it
couldnt getOUT. T got down of f the sink real
slow and backed out of +the bathroom, kee?ihs one
eye on +he s‘m'cler‘. But when T 4urned to leave, T
smashed n's\-rf into theWAITER.

All the noise got +he s?icler moVing again, and
it took +he glasswITHit. At first T wasn't
worried, because it was sHll +ro\‘>‘>ecl inside. Then
it crawled over theDRAINwhere the floor
Ji\)\)ecl down a litHe, and that gave it just
enough space o wiggléOUT.

u3



ﬂ\d‘r's when T found out the room service 307' had
+he same \aroblem with s?iclers +that T did.

T krew it was up to me to deal with this +)nih3,
so T 4ried +o trap it with the cover for the food.
But the s?ider was 2igzagging alDVER the
Place, and it wasn+ easy.




ﬁmlly, T mu3h+ the s‘m'éer b}l pinning it against
the wall. T didnt r‘edlly know what to SNEXT,
because the second T lif+ed +the food cover, that

thing was gonna be of f and running again.

Then T noticed that one of the s‘m'&er"s |e3$ was
s-h'ckihs \ml-(way out from under +he lid.

T tried 4o move +he lid +o cover the whole sPiJer‘,
bt T guess T \)r‘essecl +o00 hard, because the les
fell OFF.

'ﬂ\e s‘m'cler Jr‘ov‘)ed onto the ﬂoor, and now it
was soihs NUTS. I was r‘uhhihs around on my

-h'?+oes : +r>4'h3 +o make sure T didnt 3€BIT

us



Then the s‘m'cler made HUGE mistake. T+ climbed
onto the rim of the tollet, and T knocked it in
+the bowl with my slipper and slammed the lid shut.
ﬂ'\eh -H'\e room service 307' fihishec} it of £.

=
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T gotta say, +he 4wo of us made a ?re++7lsood

team. And if T eveDO start that exterminator
business, T m's\ﬁ have o look +this vy vp-
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After my encounter with the s?icler‘, T was
Pre++7l eager ‘o get out of the room. T srdbbecl
+the map of the resort o find ry waly +o the
beach, but T got lost and ended vp at +he wall
that separates the +wo sides.

T guess T understand w\wy -H\ey’cl wahha kee‘>
kids of £ the other side. Butif you ask me, it kind
of seemed like overkill.

Adultos
Solamente

uy



T started +o wonder i +he room keys were
adwlly +ro\ckih3 devices. That way, if any kids
snuck over, ‘H\ey could PU+ a s+0\7 to it.

\rsl)neh A 30+ “o -H\e beac)n e wddACKED wH-\\
famlies. T decided the real reason the wall was
bult was +o protect the couples on HOTHER
side from seeing what was %a\)\)ewhs oUR side.

Because if +\-\e7 knew what +)ne7l were in for, +here’s
no CHANCE +)ne7l’cl )no\Ve kids of -H\eir' own.

13



Mom had rented one of those covered cabanas for
our fam’ly +o share. T wasn+ crazy about the idea
of sharing aBEDwith the rest of y fam‘ly. But
T +alked m7'5e|1': into it, because at least T'd be
out of the sun.




I remembered ‘I'\\e {)eac% cabanas from +)ne video
+\~\e7 Vlaye& on the shutHe bus. 'ﬂ\ey showed some
cw\wle %o\vihs a romanhic time wa-l'c\\ihs +he sun set.

Well, mybe that's how it was on tHO THER
side of the resort, but o\rO\RS, it was a
whole dif ferent story.
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Mom +old me and Rodrick she was +dkih3 Mahhy
+o the bathroom and that we needed 4o s+d7l in
+the cabana. Mom said she got +the last one and if
we gave it vp, Somebody else would srdb it

Ore of the families that was waiting was/AY
overdressed for the beach. T recognized the older
kid from ‘I'\\e Tr‘edsw‘e Dive ‘H‘\e cla?l before. T
guess hobocly told these people you're not SUWOSeJ
+o wear winter clothes in hihe-ly-desr‘ee weather.

This fam‘ly looked like +’ne7 could really use Some
shade, and T felt kind of 3u-1‘|7/. So T +ried not o
make eye contact.

PANT, PANT.




Evaﬁwlly, Mom and Mdhhy came back, and Mdhhy
ran of f 4o collect seashells.

Mom broke out the sunscreen and started putting
it oh me and Rodrick. T was slo\cl Dad wasn+
+here, because he d'Wd)’S gets mad when Mom does
things for us that he thinks we should be able +o
do for OURSELVES.

T dduo\lly think +his is all part of Mom’s plan.
T figure she doesnt want us to become +oo
ih&e‘)ehcleh-h because then we won NEEDher
later on. T do think i+ col BACKFIRE on
Mom, ‘H\ous\\.
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Because if -H-u'hss kee‘> soihs +he wa7l -I-\\e)"re
soihs now, -H\ere's a Sood c\\ahce me and Rodrick
will P off 4o collese not even khowihs how o cliP

our owh “toenails.
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This is one of the walys animals are dif ferent from
people. T school T learned that orce a bear cub
is about a year and a half old, its mother sends i+
out into the wild +o take care of itself.




But human beihss live with their parents for
eighteen YEARSbefore +\\e7/'re reacly 1o go of f
into the world.

Tf Tmevera Pnr‘eht Tm gonha be like the
BEARS. First of all ) Trmnot gonha s?ehc} a lot
of time +eacHh3 my kids useless information, like
the ABCs and colors and shapes.

The second my kid is old ehous\\ +o cross the
street safely and \)lo\ce an order o+ a fast-food
restavrant, he’s gonha be out of +the house.

After Mom lathered Rodrick vp, she 4old him he
should ge to +he Teen Zone and ‘h‘y +o connect
with some kids his age.

124



T didnt think Rodrick would be interested, but he
wenvt to check it out. That got Mom all excited,
and she said T should ‘\dhs out with the tweens,
who were on the beach Joihs d Scavenger hunt.

Butitwas Pr‘e‘l"ly obvious +o me thatthe “scaVehser‘

hunt” was r‘edlly justa beach cleo\hu‘> in clissu'se ,and
T didn+ want dh)PART in that.

When Rodrick lef+ T was sldcl , because that
meant more room in the cabana foE. But a
minute later Dad showed vp Iookihs really pale.



T ‘H\ous\ﬁ he m's\ﬁ sHll be clealihs with stomach
issves, but it wasn+that. He said when he went

+o use the tolet in our room, +here was a siah+

SPIDER underneath +he seat. So T guess we
didn‘t get rid of it after all.

T asked Dad what \m‘)‘)ehecl\lE)(r, and he said
he whacked +he s‘m'cler with a bathrobe that was

on the floor. So there goes any chance T'm gonha
wear | HAT -|-Hh3 dsdih.

T asked him if h&KILLED+he sPEJer‘, and he
said he wasn+ sure. He said the s?icleVANISHED
after he hit it.
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Well, Dad’s s+ory Pre++7/ much suarah-reed that T
wouldn+ be using ouBATHROOM again, erther.

Luckily, +here was an outdoor shower by +he \aool.

Dad seemed Pr‘e-Hy shaken vp b}/ what \m‘)PeheJ
with the sPicler‘, and Mom said he should lie

down and take a few Jee‘J br‘en-ﬂws. ﬂm’r's w\\eh
Mahhy came back with his beach ‘mil ,and he
showed Mom what he had collected.

T +hink Mom was expecting Hhere o be a bunch
of seashells in the bucket, but it was filled 4o +the
brim with hermt crabs, snais, and all sorts of

OTHER [Iving things.
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And row these creatures were crawlihs all over our

MATTRESS.

Mom scoo?ec} up +he critters into the bucket
and +old Mnhhy he couldn+ kee? these -H\ihss as
PETS, but he didn+ seem o understand. Then
she ook the bucket down +o the water +o let

‘I'\\em 30.

Mom needed a way o distract Mdhhy, so she took
him dowh to +he Activities Hut +o see what kind
of stff 'H\ey had for little kids. T wanted o do
more +)thus+ lie around in a cabana all de, so

T +433ed alohs with Mom.
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The ore adiHy T really had my heart set on was
swimming with Jol\)\\ihs. And the main reason T
warvted to do THAT was so T'd have something to
rvb in Rowlefs facewhen T got back hore.

But the guy at the Activities Hut said that
Swirmming with Jol?\\ihs was really popular and it
was +o+o\||7 booked. Mom asked if we could sigh up
for the NEXT Jay, but the vy +old her it was
sold out for the wholdWEEK.,
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That wasn+ the worst part, erther. All the reo\lly
FUN stuff, like Jet skiihs and ‘Jar‘asaﬂihs, was
ohly available on the Wild Side. And all tHeAME

activities were on the Mild Side.

Y DS o S ) W [ [
" MILD SIDE
ACTIVITIES
DOLPHIN SWIM BIRD-WATCHING
WINDSURFING SNORKELING
PADDLE BOARDING NATURE WALK
" TURTLE HATCHING BANANA BOAT -

| HEERERERR
But Mom didn+ seem bothered. She sisheJ us up

for TWO activities i +)ne banana boat and -H\e

turte \m'l'c"\ihs.

Mom was ESPECTALLY excited about the banana
boat. She said we could use the picture as our
famly Christras card and send it out o everyone
when we got back hore.
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T+ seemed like a ‘>re++7/ corny idea ®E, bt T

guess hoﬂwihs could be as bad as the Christmas
card Rowley's 'l:drvﬂ)' sent this year.

: l—lo-—l—lo-—l—lope your family °

- . hag : Merrg Chrag’rmagf .

Mom +old me T needed 4o 9o get Rodrick, so T
used the map to find my way +o the Teen Zore.
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BT ‘)ro{mbly could ve found WITHOUT a map.

Some of the teens were ?ldyihs volleyball in +he

‘>oo| , and Rodrick was one of them. But the game
was ‘Jduse& because one of the girls got her lip

ring stuck in the net, and Rodrick was \\elyihs

her get uh‘mhslecl.




T +old Rodrick we needed +o 90 but he didn'+
seem to be in any }wrry +o leave. T firally got him
o come with me, but T \arac-ﬁcally had BRAG
him away from his v°||e7{>a|| gare.

We met eVeryohe else down b}/ +he water, where
‘H‘\e)l were geting fitted for life Jacke-l's. Mom
gave her camera +o the vy who was hel‘m'hs
+hem and asked him 4o shap a Pid'ure when we
passed by.

We gotin +he water and climbed aboard the
banana boa+, which was attached to a sPeeroﬂ

by a rope. We gave +’ne driver +\~\e -mebs-u?
sisml , and we +ook of f.
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Ornce we lef+ the shallow water, we started +o ‘Jick
up sPeeJ. ﬂ'\e water was kind of c\\o\aw, so it was
hard )noldihs on. Thenwe hita bis wave, and all
three of us boys wervt flying of. The driver had

+o circle around so we could get back on.

W\\eh we 30+ movihs dsdih, we went -H\rous\-\ ‘l')ne
area where -H\e)/ had a water ‘l'rdm‘)olihe, and kids
started usihs our banana boat as FARGET.
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Then ore s-l'u‘)u'c} kid landed smack in the mddle of
our boat andPUNCTURED #.

The banana boat was |osih3 air fast, and the driver
had o ow us back to shore. The guy that Mom
gave her camera to took a Vic+ure, bt T kind of
doubt we're gonna use it for our Christmas card.
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After we dried of £, Mom said we should get some
lunch. But the couple from the plane had dlreddy
+aken our cabam, and ea-h'hs outdoors asa.'h
didn'+ seem like such a sood idea anyway.

T realized we hadn't eaten a real meal for two

DAYS, and T didn+wanna eat ah)lw\-\er'e +hat T
had o worry about animals aﬁackihs my food.

Dad said we should goto +he solf dubhouse,
because it was the oh|7l indoor restaurant on the
resort. EVeryohe seemed o like that idea, so
that's where we went.
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But when we gotto +he clubhouse, the manager
said +)ne7 couldn + serve us. He said the clubhouse
had a dress code and that guys had +o wear
collared shirts and women had +o wear dresses.

Dad +old +the manager we didnHAVE those
+Hhss, and the manager said that we could
Fur‘c‘wse them at the 3.-f+ s‘\o‘). But Dad said
collared shirts cost fif-ty dollars each and there
was ho WAY he was gonna buy four of +\wemJus+

so we could have lunch.

So we had 4o find another place o eat. Rodrick
wanted +oJus+ have some hot Joss in the Teen
Zone, but Mom said she wanted to eat lunch as
a FAMILY.
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T was pretty sure -H\ey served bursers and fries

at the Swir-up bar at the ?ool , S0 we went there
to check it out. But T had second thoughts about
eating at +the pool once we ordered. T+ was lke
)ndvihs a meal in a bathtub with a bunch of people

you don+ know.

Ahd it waSh'JrJus-lPEOPLE, erther. ﬂwere was
ddwlly aMONKEY sitting at +he other end of
+he bar.
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Dad asked the bartender about the mohkey, and
she +old us the whole sad story. She said this
monkey used Fo live in a big ree on the resort with
a buhc\\ of OTHER mohke)ls f dhd \\e was kihcl

of like their leader. But then thY OUNGER

mohke7l came dlohs and kicked him out.

The mohkey didn+ have any \)ldce to go, so one de
he came +o the bar, and \)w\ale started bu76h3 Nim
drinks. And he’s been coming back every Jay since.

T really didnt knowWHAT +o think after
"\eo\n'hs a s+or>l lke that.
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Al T knew for sure was that T didn'+ feel great
about eating lunch while sitting in mohke7l water.

ﬂ'\er‘e was some sort of bis s?or’rs game on +he
TV, and everyone at +he bar seemed really into
. But somehow P’\ahhy ended up with +the remote
convtrol, and he c\mhsed +he channel 4o a show
for li+He kids.

EVeryohe wanted Manny to change the chanrel
BACK, but when Mdhhy wants to watch one of
Ns shows, +rust me, there’s ho-H\ihé\NY ONE
can do about it

140



—
—
—
—e

Re

Tbss

PLOP

The ‘>eo‘>|e at the bar were ready RBIOT, so
Mom scoo?ec} Mahhy vp and we got out of there
before T even finished my bur‘ser‘.

naq

Rodrick went back +o the Teen Zone, and Mom
and Dad +ook Mnhhy +o the suite so he could take

a M?.
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T r‘edlly didn+ want o a0 back +o +the room and
risk runhing into thatSPIDER again, so T decided
Yo S\Dehcl +he rest of the afternoon in the arcade.

T had o make the coins T'd collected in the
Treasure Dive last two and a half hours. But
+there were some kids in the arcade who could've
lasted for DAYSin there without sPehJihs all of

+heir mohey.

l MUNCHER .

When it started o get dark, T figured T
should head back +o the room. But T ran into

Mom, Dad, and Mahhy on the -foo+\>a+\-\ \\al-(way
between Hhe arcade and our bulding.
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Mom said we were all gonha go dowh to a bonfire
on the beach ) and after +‘\a+, we were gohha
watch the turte %a-lt\\ihs. But first we needed
+o find RODRICK.

This +ime weALL went into the Teen Zone +o
look for him. B}/ how it was Vre++7' dark, ‘H\ous)n .
so it wasn+ edsy +to s?o+ him. But when RID )

T dont +hink he was oo thrilled +o see us.

On the way +o +he beach, Mom told Rodrick this
was a FAMILY vacation, and i wasn+ the time or

Pldce for "+eehd3e romance.
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Rodrick said this thing with the girl was
SERIOUS and -H-\ey Plahhecl to sPehJ as much
time as +)ne7l could +03e+\1er‘.

T was kind of surPr‘u'SeJ N becavse T +)nou3)n+
Rodrick would be turned of £ b}’ +he whole idea of
romance affer spending a few days at the resort.
Who knows? Mdybe one c}o?' hell be back 4o +his
place withHIS -de'ly.

Wesoﬁ‘ down +o -I'\\e beqc%, w\'\ere a buhc"\ of
famlies had gathered around a bonfire. But the
ex‘)eriehce wash + fun because of thBUGS. A+
first it was the shdrl's, which flew in our eyes
and mouths.
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Then it was the sand fleas, which bit our ankles.
Ahd +hen it was theIOSQUITOES 3 which

were +\\e size of )nurvm'hsbir‘cls.

Whoever came up with the idea of calling +his place
“paradise” mustVe had a good sense of humor.
Back )nome, )numh beihss are at -H\e +o\> of -l')ne
food chain. But at Tsla de Corales, eVery-l'\-\ihs
eats PEOPLE.




T was Je-fih«'-l'el)l r‘eo\&y to go back +o the room,
becavse at least THERE T ohly had +o deal
with ONEbus. But then the nature 3uicle came
‘H‘\rous)n and said anyone who sisheé up to see the
turte \\a-l'c"\ihs needed +o follow her o the dunes.

The nature suicle ex‘JldiheJ what we were about o
see. She said that a mother turtle Jiss a hole in
+he sand dunes and then lo\ys eggsinit, and a few
months later, the esasHATCH. Then the {mby
turtles head o the ocean.

She showed us a lit+le ple of white eqgs buried in
+the dunes and said there wert OTSof ples just
like this one. She said the Fr‘oblem was that we
don+ know exdd'ly\t\/HEN +he eggs will hatch.




T+ was DARK out, and T was afraid T was
gonna dcci&eh-l‘dlly step on an egg. So T +ook a
few s+e?s back +o 3e+ out of the way, and when
Tdd ) SOme‘l'Hhs crunched under my foot.

Luck-'l)/, it was just a seashell. But sill, my
stomach was InKNOTS.

T'mnota fanof re\rh'les in seheral, bt T
decided T would make an exception for turtles.

Let's face it: The ohly reason we were out there
+o watch the baby +urtles hatch was because
+)ne7l're CUTE.
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Trust me, if this was SNAKE \\a-k\wihs, it
would be a fotally dif ferent situation.

R "‘ﬁ“’" \W’/

Just when T was getting r‘eady to +tell Mom we

should SNe vp and 90 back +o our room, +he eggs
started hatching one by ore.




EVerybocly got reully excited, but the nature suicle
+old us +o stay quet and getout of the way. She
said the turtles find their way o the ocean by
seeing the mooh|53¥-\+ r‘e-ﬂed'ihs on the water.

But everyone ignored the nature guide and turned
on their cell P\\ohes, and the camera lis)n*l's made

the turtles go every which way.

Mom was really enthusiastic, because she said we
were withessing the “miracle of life.” She asked
where Rodrick was, but o one knew. Dad said
+he last +ime he saw Rodrick, he was in +he all

grass n 'ﬂ\e dunes.
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And that's where we found him.

| [ \ /7, : .::?‘-.""I "
Ara\\'a

That SHOULD'VE been the end of the his"rh
but i+ wasn+. When we 3°+ back 4o the room, we
found out that Manny had pocketed one of the
baby +urtles while no one was lookihs , 50 Dad had +o
bn'hs itall the waly back o the beach +o seti+ free.

_ !
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T guess Mom wash + +oo \\aﬂ)}l with the way our

famﬂy Vacation was going so far, because after

breakfast she said she was gehha +ake a "s‘m de.“

That sounded like dCGREAT idea to me, and T
+old Mom T was gonna ug along, The o\lways
wanted o 3e+ d massage, and T -fisurecl +his was
my bis charce.

But Mom said she needed ime tllERSELF and
+he rest of us were on our own. TRﬁerE
had +o watch Maniny.

151



Orce Mom lef+, the three of us tried o 'Fisur‘e
out what o do. Mo\hh)/ was oo much to handle,
soT sussesi'eci we just Jr‘oP him of f a+ the
Toddlers’ Cabana and le+ +the people who worked
+there deal with him.

Dad liked that idea, because he said he wanted

to getina workout at the gy He +old me and
Rodrick we were res‘>ohsi{>|e for getting Mahhy ‘o
+he Toddlers’ Cabana, and then he lef+.

The PG‘H'\ Yook us n'sH past +he wall tha+
separated our half from the Wid Side. T guess
some kids were +r7.'h3 Yo geta ?eek at what was
over there, but the landscapers put a stop o it.
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T asked Rodrick what he +\wou3¥\+ was on the
other side, and he said he alreadﬂ(NE\A/. He
said some of his friends in the Teeh Zone told

him that al SORTS of crazy stff goes on
over there and there's even a beach where ‘)eoPIe
sunbathe without any cothes on.

He said +here's HOLE in the wall and if you look
‘I'\\r‘ous)n it you can see the other side. But T
knew Rodrick was just 4rying o trick me, because
he's +old me this kind of ‘H\ithFORE.
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One summer when we were at+ the +own Pool L he
Yold me thatif T \)eekecl over this cinderblock

wall, T could see into the ladies’ locker room.

Well, TBELIEVEDKm, and T've been 1174'\'\3 to
erase that imse from my mind ever since.

1 | 1

N N

We br‘ous)n‘l' Mo\hhy +o the Toclcllers’ Cabara )
and the kids inside were mkih3 puppets. T +old

+he person in c\-\ar‘se we were Jro\)?ihs our e
brother of f for the de and we d be back later.

The counselor said +the oh|7/ requirement for a
clro\)-m[f was that the kid was \>o++7l-+raihe&,
and T 4old him that Mahh)o\/AS.
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But Mahhy must really not have wanted +o make
puppets, because he got Nimself out of it.
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Rodrick said T had 4o watch Mariny H}f\YSELF,

because %e was gohnd go c\\eck out +\\e achvities
in the Teen Zone. But T knew he was Just going
there +o meet up with that girl.

T was not \w\)\ay that T got stuck with Mdhh)’.
T didn+ want to take him o the beach, because

he'd Just start co||ec+ih3 pets again.

So T ook him to the Pirate Play\')ldce, which was
a svlas)n zore for li+He kids.
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T+ was dd't;dll)PERFECT, becavse T could
relax on a lounge chair and kee\a an eye on Mahhy
while he \)Iayecl. T even ordered a srillecl cheese
sandwich and some french fries from a warter who
came 57/.

But T wasn+able +o enjoy my meal. Some kids on
the miniature pirate ship figured out that if they
blocked one of +he water cannons, -H\e)l could make
+the other one shoot TWICE as far.
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So T had 4o move to a lounge chair that was
farther away. But when T sat down, T realized
T had lost 4rack ofMANNY. T eVehiwlly
s‘>o++ed Nim in the middle of the wadihs Pool ,all
by Nimself.

T krew T had 4o gein +here and se‘l‘ him, but T
really didnt WANT to. With the rumber of litHe
kids in the pool, T kneEXACTLY what was in
+hat water.

When T was li+te, T used 4o peein +he baby ‘)ool
all the TIME. Tn fact, there’s a framed V)no’ro of

me in the far-ﬂy room using +he \’°°| asa \)o+‘|'7/.
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Mom says it's her favorite picture of me, because
T look soHAPPY. But T've never +old hedwHY.

Ore summer, +\\e7/ put some chemical in the \700|
that turred green if anyone peed. So hat put an
end 1o THAT.




T reeded 1o fisure out a way to get to Mnhh)'
without +ouc\~n'h3 +he water, so T found a raft+
and a \Dool noodle and ?ddéled out to him.

But T ohly made i+ )no\l-fway across when a bunch
of Irtte kids decided i+ would be fun +o climb onto
my raf+. T tried fis\ﬁihs them of f with the
noodle, but there were just +obNANY of +them.




ﬂ'\eh 'H'\e)l Yeamed vp +o ﬂ-\) mMOVER.

T got Mahhy out of the ‘Jool and then spent
fwenty minutes scrubbing every inch of my body n
+he outdoor shower.

— -
2 | t;._%

But five seconds after T finished drying off,
T was\A/ETdsaih. ﬂwe kids in -Hwe ‘)fl"(ﬁ'& S\‘\i‘)
'Fismd out that if 'H\ey \)luseeJrWO canhons,
-I-\\ey could get someSERTOUS range.
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Whie T was erihs of £ SECOND +ime, we
bumyecl into Mom. And after her morning ot +he

spa, she seemed like a whole new person.

She said that while she was getting her massage,
she came up with GREAT idea for how we could
sPehJ time as a farvﬂ)'. She booked a private cruise
for all of us, and she said the boat was gohha be
at +the dock in half an hour.
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That wasn't a lot of time, so we had 4o split vp
+o track down Dad and Rodrick. T +old Mom
+hat Dad was a+ the gym so she went there +o
gt him.

T found Rodrick ede‘Hy where T ex‘>ec+ecl Yo,
and believe me, he owes me for not |e+-h'h3 Mom
3e+ 4o himFIRST.

We met Mom and Dad down at the dock. Dad
wash + oo hawy with Mom, because d‘)‘)dl"eh‘Hy
Hhis boat cost a lot of money o rent. But Mom
said it wasWORTH 4, because +his cruise was

gonha be +the HsHisH of our trip.

W\\eh T )neo\r -H-\e word "cr‘uise, "T ‘H\uhk of a
7/ac¥~\+ or at least a sou?ecl-uv saitboat.
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But the boat that Mom rented didn'+ look like

dh7l+\\ih3 S\)ecial.
ﬁ ‘4F$
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'ﬂ\e boat came with its own c:a‘rl'aih, ol guess
+hat was SOMETHING. When we goton board,
he handed us all life Jacke*l's, and after we put
+hem on, we \)ulle& awdy from the dock.

The first thing T noticed was that the boat had
a slass bottom, which T was not comfortable with
atALL.

163



This boat didnt look like it was in such great
s\\o\\)e to besih with, so T was worried the slass

was gonha crack and we were all gonna sink to

+he bottom of the ocean.

T fact, if T had +o guess, Tl bet 50% of all
sHPwr‘ecks are sldss-boﬁom boats Just like the

ohe we were oh.
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Once we gotouton +he ocean, the captain asked
Mom where she wanted +o go- The caprain said

+here were some private islands we could ex\>lore,

and Mom said we should go toore oF HOSE.

But it turned out the "‘>n’v«a+e“ islands weren +

really private, so we didn't bother s-h'ckihs around.

ﬂ-\e ca‘>+dih said -H\ere was a reef hedrby ‘H-\d-l‘
wasn + usmll)l crowded and we could do some

shorkelihs.

That meant we'd have +o gointo +he actual ocean
with all theOTHER stuff swimming around in
there, so T wasn+ in love with +he idea. But

hol)ocly else seemed concerned.
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Orxce we gotout 1o +he reef, the captain Jr‘oﬂ)ecl
anchor, and he handed us each a snorkel, a mask,

and some ﬂi\)\)ers.

T asked if he had ah}«-lARPOONS or other
wedpons +hat we could use +o defend ourselves
from sharks.

He said sharks dont go rear the reefs, but T said
Tdbetif -H\ey saw o defenseless fam‘ly SPIdsHhs
around ) -H\e)"cl be )no\\)\ay +o make an exce‘)ﬁoh.

He +old us the reason that sharks don+ come near
+he reefs is that the coral SHARP and tha+
WE shouldn’t touch it, either.
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That was theFIRST red 'ﬂds. But it 30+ a
whole lot WORSE.

He said +here was a pretty sood chance we d see
Some sﬁhsrdys underwater. He said i+ wa©K 4o
touch their fins but we should keeP our thurbs
dey from their mouths ) because -H-\ey can mstake
‘I'\\em 1'-‘or‘ 'l:oocl dhcl bite ‘H'\em clean O‘H

Then he said the s-lihsrays' Hails are poisohous, so
we should \arobably wartch out ford HOSE, +oo.




The captain wasn+FINISHED, -H\ous\w. He
said there were a bunch ofOTHER things we
needed o look out for. /ﬂ\eh he showed us what
eVeryﬂ\ihs looked like on a b'3 chart.

4 A PELIGRO

'ﬂwere was some scary stuff on that +)n-'h3, bot
wash + the BIGGEST creatures that freaked me
out, it was theSMALLEST one. And that was
+he BOX JELLYFISH.
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T saw +his show called “World’s Most Veromous
Creatures,” and +’ne7/ had the boxJellyfish at
+he +oP of the list. T )'ou 3e+ s+uh3 b}l one,

7/our heart can s+o‘> ) and then 7/ou'r‘e ?re-Hy
muc}x {ihis}\ecl.

WORI.D’S MOST VENOMOUS

T told Mom T didn't think i+ was worth risking
death just 4o see a goldfish in the wild. T +hink
she could tell T was worried, but she wouldn + let+
me of f +he hook that easy.

She said IJus+ needed to getin +he water lohs
ehous)n +o take one fam’ly picture and then T
colld get back in the boat.
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Mom still wanted that P\\O‘I‘o for the Christmas
card, and T could tell she wasn+ gonna take “ro”

for an answer.

T +old Mom T'd stay in just long ehous"\ for
ONE preture, and if someone BLINKED, +that
was just +ou3)n luck. She dsreecl , and then we got
in the water one b}l one. T was the last person in.
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The captain couldn+ -Fisure out how +o work Mom's
camera, and he was hkihé'_ OREVER.

T really didn't like the feeling of not knowing
what was swimming underneath me, so T took a
Peek underwater. T'm sldd T did, because i+ was
cchally kind o AMAZING. T cakd s why

‘>eo‘>|e liked sr\or‘kelihs and scuba clM'hs so0 much.




A bis school of blue and green fish surrounded
me, and the fish were Jdr-h'hs all over the \)ldce,

c\mhsihs directions two times a second.

At first T thought it waCOOL, but then
T realized that this is how animals behave when
+\ne7’re Arying to avod PREDATOR.

T didn'+ see ahy sharks uhclerwwrer, so T started
scuhhihs +)ne surface forF INS.

The caprtain 'Fimll)' 'l:isur‘ecl out Mom's camera and
was reacl)' o take our picture, but T was alrendy
swirvn'hs for the boat.
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Just then, a sea horse swam right in front of

my mask, and it svr\')n'sec} me. My snorkel &i\)\)eJ
beneath the surface, and T acciclehhlly +ook a
HUGE gulp of water. And T'm 95% sure that T

swallowed the sea horse alon it.

I_ '/

Now T was in a full-blown pan. T+HinkT
mghtve actually DROWNED/ the captain
hadn+ Pulled me up info +he boat.

AERR._




Once T wason board, T cous%ecl upa lot of

water but no sea horses.

Mom climbed aboard +o find out what was wrong.
She could see T wasn+ |ookih3 so sood , and she
+old +the captain we should a° back +o +the resort
so T coud get checked out {)7/ a doctor. After
eVeryboéy else climbed in, we headed back.

The ride was reully c\\oﬂ))/, and if T hadn+
ALREADY been sick ) +hat would Ve done it.

We made soocl time, and the ca\>+aih Jr‘oP\)eJ uS
off atthe dock.
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He had dlr‘edéy called ahead 4o the resort’s
doctor, who was waiting for us. When T +old him
what had )no\ﬂ)ehecl, T ‘H\ous)n‘f foSURE he
was gohna send me o the nearest )nos?i-hal to get
my stomach X—rayed.

But he checked me out and said T seemddK.
Then he told me it wasn+ very likely T swallowed a
sea horse and T'd be Perfec-Hy fire.

T reully didnt ke how caswal +his vy was beihs
about the whole ‘ﬂ\ihs- Tn fact, he seemed a lot
more concerned with Mom and Dad +han he did
with ME.
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The doctor took a look atthem and said i+
looked like -H\ey were seasick. Then he gave +hem
each a pill and said ‘Hwef& feel better after -H\e)/
got a liHHe rest.

"
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Al T can say is, if dh7+\\ih3 ‘m\)\)ehs +o me later
on, T \\oPe +his doctor knows he had a chance o
DO something about it, but DIDN'T.

Mom and Dad found a few em\ﬂy louhse chairs b}l
+he \’°°l' and we sat down to rest.
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But -H\eh -H\e Director of Fun came -H\rous\-\ wi-H\
d conga line, and he tried o get us fo join.
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He couldn't take a hint, 'H\ous\'\ , and kev‘l' cir‘clihs
our area. But he s-l'o‘)‘)ed cold when he noticed
something in Mdhh)/'s poil.
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T+ looked +oME like a clear ?ldsﬁc bds ﬂoa‘h'hs
in the water. But +he Director of Fun lifted the

\mil o +ake a closer look.

T+ 4umed out it wasnt a ‘Jlas-l'ic bas AL T+
was a JELLYFISH. And not Jus+ANY

NI
=1
The Director of Fun ran o the nearest lh‘esuarcl ,

who started blowihs her whiste. Then all +he

other lifesuar‘ds started blowihsmE[RS. And

you have never seen so many ?eo\ale getout of a

pool so FAST.
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M}/ -fdm'ly decided i+ m's\ﬁ' be o sood idea for us
To get out of there, +oo.

On our way back +o the room, we noticed that
Rodrick wasn+ with us. Mom +)nou3‘\+ he ‘)robably
sruck off +o hang out with that girl, but when
we went 1o the Teen Zone, he wasn+ there.

That's when we realized hol)ocly had seen Rodrick
inaWHILE. Th fact, T didn+ remember him
beihs on the boat ride back from the reef. And
neither did Mom or Dad.
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That meant he was sHiOUT +here.

So we ran back +o the dock as fast as we could.
Our boat was dlready out on another trip, bot
Mom +alked +o the vy who oPerd‘feJ +he banana
boat and +old him what \w‘)‘)ehecl. We climbed on
board the s?eeéboﬁ, and he took us +o the reef.

Sure ehous)n , we found Rodrick exac+|7l where we
lef+ him. He wasALIVE, but he was as red as
o LOBSTER. .

3, &
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When we 30+ back +o the resort, +he doctor
said Rodrick had sun poisoning and needed +o
drink lots of water and 3e+ sore rest. ‘ﬂ\eh he
gove Moma botHe of aloe +o \-\el‘J Rodrick with

his burn.

But the aloe didn+ ren||7l seem to H’JP Rodrick.
Mom sent Dad o the store to find something that
woulcl, and we s‘>eh+ the rest of the hisH‘ hkihs
tumns ruH)ihs Po‘Jsicles on Rodrick’s back.




'ﬂ\e next morhihs ) Dad went ovt o 3e+ another
box of \Do\asicles, and he came back with some
hews. He said -H-\ey had drained the whole pool to
find the jellyfish, and they were just starting to
refil i+, But it would be threDAYSbefore it

was r‘eacl)' Yo use.

T +)nou3\'\+ it would be smart for us +o hide out in
+he sute for the rest of +the trip, because \Deovle
would be lookihs forthe -fam'ly who ruined eVerybon
else’s vacation. But Mom said we weren+ gonra
sPehJ the rest of our time indoors.
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She told Dad he should +ake Mdhhy 4o the Pirate
Pld)’?ldce , and she told me o see what activities
were \)lahhecl in the Tween Zore.

T didn+ r‘edlly want to go back out there, but T
guess it was better than risking another run-in
with the sPiJer.

T went down o the Tween Zore, }xo?ihs +he
ad-iv.'+7/ m'3¥~\+ be a video gome competition or
sone+)r\ih3 like that. But +he counselor was
r‘ouh&ihs everyone up to Pldﬂ_ENNIS.

A+ first T ‘H'\ous*\'l‘ about +umih3 dr‘ouh&, because
T wasn+ in the mood to get all swecrl'y
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Then T remembered that Rowley Flays tenhis at
Ns couh‘l'ry club, oand T +)nou3\'\+ it m's‘vl‘ be fun
for me 4o learn so the two of us could hit some balls
dr‘ouhd over ‘H\e Summer.,

’O

The counselor who was organizing +he game was
named Ro&n’so ) and he took us over 4o the
“fenhis courts.




T ‘H\ous\ﬁ' Rodriso was going to s+a7/ and teach
us how o Plo?l. But the second we were all +)nrou3\\
+he gote at +he +ennis court, R OCKED #.
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That's when T realized these “activities” were
Jus+ a way to 3e+ kids out of their ‘mreh+s’ hair

for a few hours.

'ﬂ\e “fennis court was a siah{:AGE, and we were
bas.'cally in prison for the next hour and a half.
And we couldn+ even \aldy tennis anyway, because
Ro&r‘iso didnt leave us with ahf{ACKETS.
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He did leave us wiHBALLS, -Hwous\\ There must
have been three hundred of them in a basket in
+he middle of the court. At first, kids started
playing cateh, but it didn'+ take long for it to
turn info a giant free-for-all.

T +ook cover b}/ the fence with some other kids
who didn + wanna 3e+ Kt in the face with a tennis
ball. But all that did was make FARGETS.

So we started fis}\ﬁhﬁACK. Somebocb’ 'Fisur‘ecl
out how o tum on the ball machine, and we used
it 1o defend ourselves.
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T'm never on the winning side of +his kind of thing,
and T gotta say), it was ac-lwlly a lot HOUN.

But then eVery-I'\wihs came o a screechi ing hakt.
Ore of the kids who was in the conga line the Jd)l
before r‘ecoahizecl me and +old everyone it wd¥lY
far-ﬂy’s faukt +’ne7 had +o drain the podl.
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T exyldihed to everyone +hat it was all o b-s
accident and that my l+He brother Just wanted o
Jelly(ish as a pet. Bt T guess Hhese guys were

mad about the ?ool situation, and +\we7l were
3{\0\‘)‘)7 +o have someone +o blame.
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Thad 4o se-IOUTm[ -IJner‘e, but the sﬁe was
locked. So +he oh|7l way ‘o go over it was to
CLIMB.

Tn \7\\75 ed ot school, T can+ even getop +he

rock wall -H\e)l have in the gy But how that my
life was on the line, T scaled that fence like T

was SPIDER-MAN.
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After T deared the ferce, T ran to the
counselors’ bu'lclihs to get ‘\el‘). But Roclriso was
Totally USELESS.

T didn'+ feel safe outdoors anymore, so T ran
back +o our building.
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EVerybocly in my famﬂy was in the sute when T

We were kind of in a bad spot. T didnt wanna
leave +he room, and Rodrick couldn+ be out in the

sun dh)'Wd)’.

Mom said mybe we should call of f the trip and
head back home a &47 ear‘ly. But Dad said we ‘Jdid
a lotof money for this trip and he refused +o leave
+the resort until we had at leas©OINE decent meal.

None of us wanted +o eat at an outdoor
restaurant because of the s-l'u‘mcl birds. Ahcl we
couldnt eat at the solf clubhouse, because we
didnt have the clothes for i+
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Just then, there was a loud crash on the other
side of ‘H‘\e room.

The b-s sutcase that belohsecl to SOmeboc}y else

was spli+ open on +he floor. And there were
clothes EVERYWHERE.

Whoever this sutcase belohseJ +o mustVe been a
famﬂy Just like us, because there were clothes in all
different sizes.

But +)ne7/ weren + Just beach clothes. There were
also the kind of clothes you’cl wear to church or a
nice restavrant.
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T looked at Dad, and T could tell he was
thinking what T was thinking: “These clothes were
our ticket 4o getting info +he sol-f clubhouse.

Mom said she didn't feel right about wearing
someone else’s clothes. But Dad said that after we
were done usihs +)nem, we d ‘mck eVery'Hwihs back
up and make sure the sutcase got +o the farvﬂy it
belohsecl o.

T think +hat made Mom feel better, so we
started 11‘7:'?\3 ‘Hwihss on. ﬂ\e oh|7l person w"\o
couldn+ find clothes that fi+ waRODRICK.,

But Mom said he needed +o stay covered up from
+he sun dhyway, so0 she gave Nim a robe and a shirt

“o ‘Ju+ on over rt.




T gotta say, when we s+e‘>‘>ecl out of our
bulding, we looked pret+hySHARP. Rodrick’s
outfit even worked in its own way.

We walked +oward +he clubhouse, and T ke‘ﬂ' my
eyeout for any tweens who m‘s\ﬁ recognize me. But

we made it to the restavrant without any run-ins.
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THIS +ime, +’ne7 let us in. And T had +he best
meal T Ve eaten in my whole life.
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After we finished dessert, none of vs renlly
wanted +o head back +o the room. So we had a
l+He £un on the putting green first.
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The truthis, my fanil)NE\/Eths a sooJ +ime
+03e+\-\er‘. So fora second there T could kind of see
how +his fam‘ly Vacation ‘ﬂ\ihs iS su?\)osed +o work.

But what T Ve learmed is that hoﬂ\ihs soocl
ever LASTS. A secur‘Hy smré drove vp o the

putting greenina solf cart, got out, and said we
needed o come with him.

When Dad asked himWHY,, the security suard
said that another fam’ly at the restauvrant had
r‘e\aor‘l'ecl us for wearing +heiCLOTHES.
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For a second ) we didn+ know what o do. ﬂ\eh T
remembered what T learned back at +the airport—
when He'meys getin trouble, HefﬂeyRUN.

T oot inthe driver’s seat of the security 3"7"5
solf cart, my far-ﬂy Pﬂe& in, and we took of {,
lenvihs +he secun'-ly suar‘cl in our dust.

But it turns out that a solf cart makes a |ous7l
getaway car, esvedally if 7Iou’re climbing WILL.

The securi+7/ suarcl mus\ﬁ up with us less than
a minute later, and T don++hink he even
broke a sweat.
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He made us go back 4o our room and hand the
surfase over +o the -fdm'ly it belohseJ +o. We also
had to retum the clothes we were wearing, and T
gotha say, it wash + our Vroucles-l' moment.
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Per‘SOhnlly, T +hink the embarrassment should've
been Puhis‘\mehi' ENOUGH. But the secun'+7/
guard said that thef+ isn't tolerated at the
resort and we had +o ‘mck our l)qss and leave the
grounds immediately.

Dad +ried +o ex‘>|o\ih whaREALLY \-\o\‘)‘)ehec} ,
but this quy wasn'+in a listening mood. And orce
we had all our stuff ‘Jacke&, he drove us 4o the
airport HIMSELF.

When we 301' o +the au'r?or-l‘, Dad went +o our
airline’s customer service desk and told them we

heeded o -ﬂy horme a c}ay early.

198



But the customer service lady said that all the
ﬂisHs for the Jay were sold out, and we were
Just gonra have o wait unl thNEXT evening
to ﬂ)/ hore.

That was a Problem, because we didn+ have
dhyw\\er‘e +0STAY for the hisH‘.

Dad called +the airport hotel, and -H\ey said there
was ohly one room available. So we spent +he last
his\ﬂ' of our Vacation in a ‘h'h)l room. Ahd T had

“o s)no\re a bed wH'\-\ Rodrick ) who was shcky from
‘>o‘>sic|e Jure.




Sa+urc}az
When we woke vp in +the mom'hs, il f'sureJ we

were in for a long clay. Our ﬂ-'s}\‘r wash + unhl
8:00 p-re) and there was ho+Hh3 o do ot
the airpor+t. But at breakfast, Mom and Dad

5ur‘>rise& uS.

ﬂ'\ey said we were gonna gBACK o the resort
for the Jay.

Mom and Dad had talked i+ over the ha'3¥-\+ before,
and heither one of them liked +the way -H\ihss had
ended. /ﬂ\ey decided -H'\ey wanted o have a “do
over” and leave on a high note.

Mom said +the most+ impor-tait -I'\\ihs was that we

get that -fdm'ly peture. She said she knew the
PERFECT s‘>o+ on the beach ) and as sooh as we 30+
+o the resort we were gohha head s-l'rais\ﬁ +Hhere.
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T +)nou3)n+ +he whole +)nih3 was a crazy idea,
because T didn'+ see how we were even gonha get
past the front desk. But Dad said he had a Plah,
and he'd tell us what i+ was when we got +there.

We +ook +he free shutte back +o +he resort,

and we watched that video again. T realized the
reason eVery'Hwihs looked sdUN was because -H\e)/
hever showed any actualFAMILIES.

When we 9ot off the bus, Dad 4old vs his master
Plah +o sneak onto the Prover‘ly. AdT gotta
say, it wash + really that impressie.
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Butit dchnlly\l\/ORKED. Once we got past
+he lobby, we went 1o the \Dool area. There wasn+
anyone Swirmming, because -H-\ey were still fillihs it

—_— —
= T —

We qu’ckly found out where eVeryohELSE was—
down at the beach. But it was so crowded, no one
looked like -H\ey were \wvihs dthN.




Mom warvted 4o get the famly picture, but she
didn+ want other people in +the shot. So we went
+o the sand dunes, where hobocly else would be in
the back ground.

But that's where we ran into Rodrick’s grifriend.

T feht kind ofBAD for Rodrick, ESPECIALLY
after Mom asked the gl o take our picture with

)ner‘ camera.




T'mnot sure were gonna be able +o use the ‘J\\o+o
as our Christmas card anyway, since Mom usuo\lly
likes everyone +o beSMILING in +hose.

After the famﬂy picture was out of the way,
we went back down +o the beach. Rodrick was
SUIkihs, but the rest of us hafUN.
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We worked up an awe-h"te " and we were rea&y

o eat. The \)roblem was, the secur‘H7/ sunr& had
+aken our room keys when he kicked us out of the
resort. So we couldn+ dc-Iw“)PAY for dhfl'\wihs.

A 'de'ly in one of the cabanas had some leftover
pizza and fries. So we used what we learned from
+he birds and helyed ourselves o some food.

After that, Dad said we needed +o start heading
back. Mom wanted +o geta few more pictures ot
+he sand dunes before we left, so we went there.
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But T think we Pus)necl our luck, because we ran
into some OTHER \)eo\ale we knew.

The second that fam‘ly Saw US, -H\e)/ ran off, and
T krew ‘H\e)' were gonha report us to secun'-ly. So

we lef+ the scene as fast as we could.

T don+ know where thREST of my -Fam'ly
went, but T headed toward thBEACH. T
-FESUreJ +here were so many ?eo‘yle there, T could
Just blend in. But when T saw a security suard
running +oward me, TPANICKED.
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T ran into the water and swam 4o the area where
the windsurfers were. T had ro idea how +dSE
one of those ‘H-u'hss, bt T +)nou3\'\+ it was my
ohly shot at escaping.

T goton +he board, then Pullecl +he sail up
out of the water. And as soon as the sail was
vpright, T startedMOVING.

T found out the way to steer the ‘H'\ihs was by
pulling on the b-’s handle that ran across the sail.
T figured as long as T was headeAWAY from
+he beach, T was &oih@K.
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Thena bns gust of wind cnus}ﬁ +he sail, and T
didn+ have enough strength o steer it the way
T wanted it to 9o T was movithST and

Pickihs vp sPeeJ.

U\) ahead ) +here were some {)uoys +hat marked o
ro?ecl-o” area of the water. T Pulle& back on

+he handle with all my m's)n-l‘, but T couldn+ avoid
+he ropes.

T guess +here must Ve been a fin on the bottom of
-I-\\e wthSUr'l:er‘, because SOme-l'\\ihs 30+ cau3¥-\+ on

a rope. And when i+ did, the whole -Hwihs tilted
over and sPlas\\eJ into the water.
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T 4ried 4o stand +he sail back vp, but it
was hard +o do it in the c)no?\ay water. ﬂ\eh
some‘l')nihs brushed b}/ m)LEG, and TFROZE.

“wo seconds later oF IN aweared , and then
another, and another. T was com‘>le+e|7
surrounded, and T +)nou3¥\+ T was about +o
become lunch for a school of sharks.
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That's when T realized T was in tHROLPHIN
enclosure. T was so \\4\7\77 that T forso‘l- all
abouthow T gt +here.

But whena security boat Pulled vp alohssicle me, it
br‘ous\ﬁ' me back o r‘eley.

T gave up on wihclswfihs and swam for shore.
But the beach was a lot les€ROWDED than T
remembered it beihs a few minutes before.
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T found ot WHY when T got there. T'd
accicleh-hlly crossed over 4o thew/ILD SIDE.
And those guys didn't look oo happy o see a kid
with a camera on their Pr‘ivﬁe beach.

Now security suarcls were coming at me from every

direction, and T hightaled it out of there. T+
wasnt just the security guards who were after
me, though. T+ was theSUNBATHERS, +oo.

Vi WV, VIV WRENT o NYIWA YRy

&

-
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T s‘>n'h+ecl across the sand into the pool area,
which looked a lot like the one MR side, oh|7l
+he \wol hadWATER in i+.

Thada ‘mck of PeoPIe ri3¥1+ behind me. So T

Jum?ed over a stone wall and +ook coverina
cluster of bushes.

When T Pus%ecl ‘H\r‘ous}\ o the other side X T
‘I'\\oush‘l‘ T was in the clear. But then T came
smack up against +heWALL.
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There was aHOLE in this part of the wall,
and you'd never believe who was on the other side
of it.

T got my -fam'ly's attention and told them T
needed "\el\).
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Then T put my -Fihser‘s in the hole to -h'y to ‘>u||
-I'\\e {)oar‘cl loose. Ddc} ?us‘\eci from +)ne oﬂ\er‘ si&e,
and the wal ddwlly o?ehecl a crack. But it wasnt
bis ehous\\ for me 1o squeeze +)nr‘ou3‘\.

T could hear the security suo\r‘cls on their walkie-
talkies r‘is)rﬁ' on the other side of the {)us)nes,
and T knew i+ was Justa matter SECONDS
before they found re.

So T 4ried clin-bithP +he wall, bt T codldn'+
geta foothold. Then T saw Rodrick (IEAD Pop
over the +o‘>. He reached out his hand i ond T
Jurn\)ec} to srab it. He started +o haul me vp, and
T +\\ou3)n+ T m'sH ddwlly make it.

But then a seVeh—leseeclSPIDER crawled out of
Rodrick’s bathrobe and down my arm, and T lost

my sn'v.
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When T hit +he 3rouh<}, T +)nous¥\+ T was done
for. But then the section of +the wall T was
+r>'ih3 Yo get over came cr‘asHh@O\A/N. T

was lucky T didn't get crushed by the stampede
pouring in from the Mid Side.




We ook dJth'hase of all the confusion and made
our wo?l +o the exit. ﬂwere was a securH7/ staton
at the side of the resort, and +he oh|7l reason we
were able +o slip past the suar‘ds was because of all
+the craziness going on over at +he Wid Side pool.

Orvce we were of f the Vro\)er-ry, we ﬂo\ssecl down a
cab and asked the driver 4o take us +o the dir\')or’r.

We hit some turbulence on the -ﬂ-s\-rf back, but
after eVery‘l'\\ihs ELSE we'd been -H\r‘oush ,a

[H+He r‘ous)n air didn+ even faze me.
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Sndey
Tt's been a few cldys since we made i+ back hore,

and Mom's dlr‘edéy wor‘kihs on the P\\O‘I‘o album. Ahc}
from the Pic‘lvr‘es, 7/00'5 +hink we had a sr‘ecﬁ' time.

But dhy charce of us ever soithCK +o the
resort is compleely gone. T went on the website
+o show Rowley where T spert my Christmas
vacation, and there was a ba's picture of my -fdm'ly
on +the home page-

T couldn+ read +the words that went with i+, but
Tm prety sure T got +he gereral idea.

Pongase en contacto con Isla de Corales si conoce la
identidad de las personas en la foto de arriba.
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Greg Heffley and his family are getting out of town.

With the cold weather and the stress of the approaching holiday
season, the Heffleys decide to escape to a tropical island resort
for some much-needed rest and relaxation. A few days in
paradise should do wonders for Greg and his frazzled family.

But the Heffleys soon discover that paradise isn't everything
it's cracked up to be. Sun poisoning, stomach troubles, and
venomous critters all threaten to ruin the family's vacation. Can
their trip be saved, or will this island getaway end in disaster?
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